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Z

INTRODUCTION

Prominent men of the L.D.S. Church have received much
attention, both in general history and in specific biography
for the efforts they have put forth pioneering for the Church.
This is well and good, but there are others who also contribute
to the growth and government of the Church.

Countless men

have given their lives to the service of the Church and have
never gained more than local and temporary recognition.

These

men are not the great leaders of the Church, but they are
an important part of the Church.
Such a man was Benjamin Franklin Stewart.

He was a

pioneer throughout his life, and the majority of his productive
years were spent in pioneering, building and working for the
Church.

The more such men we can learn about, the better equipped

we are to understand the history of the Church. History is no
more than the lives of men, and men such as Benjamin Franklin
Stewart, while not the foundation, comprise most of the
material that goes to build the history of the Church.

Objectives
The objective of this thesis then, will be to determine the
life activities and accomplishments of Benjamin Franklin Stewart
with a view to a better understanding of the type of men who
1

2
pushed forward the work of the L.D.S. Church in its pioneer days.
Special objectives will be:
1.

To determine his part in the pioneer movement to Utah

in 1847.
2.

To determine what information he contributed to the

accounts of the southern exploring expedition led by Parley P.
Pratt in 1849-50, of which expedition he was a member.
3.

To determine the part he played in the founding of

Payson, Utah and his contributions to that pioneer community.
4.

To determine his contributions to the Priesthood organ-

isations of the Payson-Benjamin area, this Priesthood being the
power and government of the Church.
5.

To determine his contributions in pioneering the

community of Benjamin, Utah, which was named after him.
6.

To determine whether he made any other contributions

to the Church or aided it by his speeches and writings.
Previous Work on the Subject
No extensive work had been done on the life of Benjamin
Franklin Stewart. A few published sketches of his life had been
written and a short unpublished manuscript was written by his
daughter. Andrew Jenson wrote two very brief sketches of his
life, listing only the main chronological events with no detail.

Andrew Jenson, L.D.S. Biographical Encyclopedia (Salt
Lake City: Andrew Jenson Historical Co., 1901), II, 717 and
IV, 719.
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Edward Tullidge wrote a somewhat longer sketch but still gave only
the main chronological events with no detail. The sketch that was
given by Tullidge was purportedly some

autobiographical notes of

Benjamin Franklin Stewart himself which makes Tullidge's sketch
somewhat more valuable than the sketches of Jenson.

A brief sketch

of Benjamin Franklin's accomplishments was also published in the
Deseret News at the time of his death.

This sketch was written by

Isaiah M. Coombs who had been associated with him for many years in
Payson.

But it was no more complete than the other two published

sketches.
Benjamin Franklin's daughter, Eunice Polly Stewart Karris,
wrote an eight-page manuscript telling the story of Benjamin Franklin
and his first wife, Polly Richardson.

This account is sparser in

chronological events than the published sources but it has a little
more detail concerning some of the events in Benjamin Franklin's life.
All of these biographical sketches were valuable in giving a
general picture of some of the events of Benjamin Franklin's life
and in pointing the way for further research, but none were adequate
as a picture of a man who had spent his life as a pioneer and most
of that life in service to the L.D.S.Church.

"Benjamin Franklin Stewart,"
III (April 1885), 449-51.

Tullidge's Quarterly Magazine,

Deseret Evening News, XVIIl(June 30, 1885),2
Weekly, XXXIV(July 8, 1885),400.
J

and Deseret Hews

Sunice Polly Stewart Harris, "Benjamin Franklin and Polly
Richardson Stewart," Ms. copy in possession of writer, n.p.
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Method of Research
The writer began this research project with only a copy of the
biographical sketch of Benjamin Franklin Stewart which was written
by his daughter*

So research had to be conducted from the beginning

to determine what materials were available and accessible.
Several libraries were visited and checked for published and
manuscript sources that might be of value in the project, either
directly referring to Benjamin Franklin or indirectly to his time and
place and the events in which he was involved.

Libraries visited

in this search Included: L.D.S. Historian's Library, Brigham Young
University Library, University of Utah Library, Provo City Library,
Salt Lake City Library, Utah State Historical Society and the
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers Library.

The most useful of these

libraries were the L.D.S. Historian's Library and the Brigham Young
University Library.
Correspondence was carried on with the Iowa State Historical
Society and the Van Buren County (Iowa) Clerk with regard to Benjamin
Franklin's activities in that area, but no information was available
for the right period of time. Correspondence was also carried on
with the Utah County Clerk and with the city offices in Payson,
Benjamin and Spanish Fork.
Some interviews were held with descendants of Benjamin Franklin
Stewart and his brother Andrew Jackson, and correspondence was
carried on with many more such descendants.

In no cases had any

of these descendants been personally acquainted with Benjamin Franklin
Stewart, and in most cases they had no more information than the

5
writer concerning his character and the events of his life.
Some sources were more valuable than others from the point of
view of the information they yielded on the subject.

For the early

part of Benjamin Franklin's life the biography of Eunice P.S. Harris
was most valuable.

For his later life much was gained from the

manuscript minute books and histories of the areas where he lived,
the entries concerning him in the "Journal History" of the L.P.S.
Historian's Library, and the journals of his contemporaries.

Lost Records
The most valuable record of ail would have been the journal
written by Benjamin Franklin himself, but this journal could not
be located.

His daughter claims to quote from such a journal in

her biographical sketch of Benjamin Franklin.

It is also a fact

that he was quite a writer and would probably have kept a journal.
Some of his magazine articles, written long after the occurrence of
the events of which they speak indicate that he probably had some
previously written sources of information.

However, none of his

descendants knew of the whereabouts of this journal, and a check in
all the libraries visited did not reveal its location.
Other lost records which might have added much interest to
the work ware the records of the community of Benjamin, All of
these records were burned in a fire in that community in 1892.
Since Benjamin Franklin was the presiding elder there for many years,
1

Emma N. Huff, Memories That Live (Springville, Utah:
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers of Utah Co., 1947), p.466.
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these records probably would have yielded valuable information concerning his contributions to the co

unity.

Definitions
L.D.S. Church is used to refer to the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.
A ward is a local ecclesiastical division of the L.D.S. Church
with a bishop at its head. A branch is a smaller local division with
a presiding elder at its head.
The Priesthood of the L.D.S. Church is divided into several
sub-divisions which are designated as quorums. These quorums are
composed of Teachers, Elders, Seventies, etc.
The general authorities of the L.D.S. Church are those men who
exercise general authority and leadership over the whole Church
rather than local leadership. They include the First Presidency
of the Church, the Twelve Apostles or Quoruom of the Twelve, and the
First Council of Seventy.

This thesis, then, will attempt to show the life of Benjamin
Franklin Stewart and his contributions as a lifetime pioneer and
supporter of the L.D.S. Church, this to be done by co pilation of the
aterial that has been uncovered by research in the previously
mentioned sources.

CHAPTER

II

A PIONEER FROM THE BEGINNING

Destined to be a pioneer ell of his life, Benjamin Franklin
Stewart was born into a pioneer family in Jackson Township, Monroe
County, Ohio on October 22, 1817. His parents, Philander Barrett
Stewart and Sarah (Sally) Scott, were both born in Williamstown,
Massachusetts, were married in West Virginia, and settled down to
raise their family in the pioneer urea of Monroe County, Ohio.
Philander Barrett's ancestry can be traced through his paternal
grandmother, Keziah Scoville Stewart, to England.

Through his

paternal grandfather, James Stewart, his ancestry went into Ireland.
Sarah Scott's parents, according to tradition, came from Scotland.
So Benjamin Franklin Stewart was descended from the sturdy stock of
the Scots, the Irish and the English.1
Both Philander Barrett and Sally were from families of eight
children and the pioneer tradition of large families carried down
through their descendants. They were married on May 10, 1801 (when
Sally was fifteen), and they had twelve children before Philander
died in 1824. Many of their children also had large families.2
1

Eunice Polly Stewart Harris, "The Stewart Family," Ms.
Typewritten copy in possession of writer. n.p.
2

Ibid.
7

8
A Pioneer Start
During the twenty-four years of their married life near Patton
Island in Jackson Township, Philander and Sally prospered financially,
having an improved farm and a grist mill.

Philander is listed there

in the 1320 United States Census as a man engaged in agriculture
with a family of eleven.1
In addition to running his farm and grist mill Philander
occasionally made trips down the Ohio and up the Mississippi to Rock
Island in "keel boats". These trips were made to take supplies to
soldiers in the days before Illinois was settled.
But troubles came all at once to this family.

From 1819 to

1822 five of their children died, the four oldest and the next to the
youngest.

In 1824 Philander himself was drowned while trying to

rescue others in the Ohio River.

According to some autobiographical

notes of his son, Benjamin Franklin, the drowning occurred when a
canoe was upset and three of the five occupants wars drowned.4
Philander's death left a great burden on Sally who had seven children
to support and a debt of $2,000 to pay.

Philander had gone security

on a note to help his brother Ambrose get started in business, but
this business had failed and Philander was left to pay the debt.
In order to pay it Sally had to give up two-thirds of her property,
1

U.S. Bureau of the Census, "1820 Census of the United States,"
Microfilm roll 88, p. 123.
2

"Benjamin Franklin Stewart," Tullidge's Quarterly Magazine,
IIKApr. 1885), 449.
3

Harris, "The Stewart Family."

4

Tullidge's Quarterly Magazine, III, 449.
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but she managed to keep her family on the farm for four more years.
During these four years Benjamin Franklin was sent to school in spite
of the hardships the family must have had to endure. His daughter
cites his journal in speaking of his education, "He was sent to
school quite young and although he was not the foremost in his class
he always kept near the head."2

An Illinois Pioneer
In Hay of 1828, when Benjamin Franklin was ten, Sally sold her
property and took her family westward to Illinois with her brothers
Stephen and James. About twenty persons were involved in the venture.
They built a flat boat, the common means of river transportation,
and floated one thousand miles down the Ohio River to Shawnee, Illinois
stopping off at Cincinnati and other principle cities to see the
sights.

From Shawnee the families traveled two hundred miles over-

land to settle in Beardstcwn, Morgan County, Illinois, where their
sister, Polly Scott Carr, had already settled.

They had only one

wagon and one yoke of oxen, and most of the company walked a good
deal of the way.

They arrived in Beardstown on June 10, 1S28.2

According to Benjamin Franklin there were still Indian wickiups
in central Illinois when they arrived, and most of the government
land had not been purchased.

After her struggles of the past four

years Sally Stewart naturally had little money, and she and her
family homesteaded' a quarter section of government land.
l

Harris, "Benjamin Franklin..."

2

Harris, "The Stewart Family," and Harris, "Benjamin
Franklin..."

Before she
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cou& buy it, however, an "unprincipled man" bought it with all tha
improvements tha Stewarts had made and, although he had to leave due
to the indignation of tha community, the Stewarts lost their home*
In writing of Benjamin Franklin's life during this period of
his early manhood, his daughter compares his condition with that
of Abraham Lincoln.

They had both settled on the Sangamon River in

Illinois within ten years of each other.

Both had to subdue the

wilderness and in their spare time satisfy their thirst for education.
She claims to quote from Benjamin Franklin's journal when she
writes,
He had forgotten about all he learned in Ohio but he started to
educate himself by going to school a day or two at a time and
sometimes in the winter he could continue for a month.2
But his main job was to help support his mother and family.

On one

occasion, when he was only eighteen, he hired a man to build a flat
boat and the two made a trip to Hew Orleans.3
In 1833 Shadrach and Elisabeth Garret Richardson moved to
Beardstown from Cumberland County, Kentucky with their twelve children,
and on June 14, 1837 Benjamin Franklin married their daughter Polly,
"the handsomest girl in the neighborhood."4
1

Tullidge's Quarterly Managing, III, 450; and Harris, "The
Stewart Family."
2

Harris, "Benjamin Franklin..."

3

Tullidge's Quarterly Magazine, III, 450.

4

Harris, "Benjamin Franklin..."
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An Ohio Pioneer
A month after their marriage the newly-weds moved to Van Buren
County, Iowa, where they settled on the Fox River near Richardson's
Point.

Benjamin Franklin's mother and sister and his brothers Andrew

Jackson and Rufus Putnam also made the trip.
Polly had a farm in Van Buren

Benjamin Franklin and

County and he entered politics, being

only twenty-three when he was elected justice of the peace in 1840.
He held this office until 1846, and lie was also elected coroner of
Van Buren County in 1843.

He was a Democrat, following his father's

political creed. The latter had been a great admirer of Andrew
Jackson.2
The new home of the Stewarts was only fifty miles from the
headquarters of the Latter-day Saints in Hauvoo, and by 1842 Benjamin Franklin's wife and mother had heard enough of the gospel to
be baptised.

The occasion came about when Polly was very ill with

lung fever and two Mormon elders were visiting in the Stewart home.
When they administered to her at her request she was immediately
healed and got up to cook dinner for them.

Before the elders left

she insisted that they break the ice on the river and baptize her.
In spite of the predictions of some that it would kill her, she was
baptised with no harmful effects.3

Although Benjamin Franklin had

1

Correspondence with, the Iowa State Historical Society and
with the County Clerk of Van Buren County indicates that there are
no records of this period to verify Benjamin Franklin's claims to
political office.
2

Tullidge's

3

Quarterly Magazine, III, 450.

Harris, "Benjamin Franklin...
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investigated the doctrines of the Church, he was not baptised until
February or March of 1844. He was ordained an Elder at the time of
his baptism.
In later years Benjamin Franklin spoke somewhat of his investigation of and conversion to the gospel. These remarks as reported
by a ward clerk were,
He had given his thought to religious matters before he heard the
Gospel
had heard the Cambelites [sic] who preach Baptism for
the remission of sins
He heard the ideas of apostates and many
other things which led him to investigate Mormonism Had heard it
preached that an angel was to come preaching the Gospel to the
inhabitants of the earth and that the kingdom of God was to be
set up and that a people should be gathered from all nations by
the command of the Almighty
he had searched for the truth and
obeyed it.2

L.D.S. Connections
Storing the period of the Stewarts' conversion Nauvoo was already
suffering from mob trouble, and by the time Benjamin Franklin decided
to take his family to Nauvoo in 1845 the people of Nauvoo were already
contemplating a move to the west.
Nauvoo in February of 1846,3

The majority of the Saints left

Slow progress was made, but on March 6

Bishop George Miller and Henry G. Sherwood, who were in advance of
the main company, came back and reported to Brigham Young that they
had found a camping place near the home of Benjamin Franklin Stewart,
1

Tallidga's Quarterly Magazine, III, 450; and "46th Quorum
of Seventy Minutes, Record #87754, Ms. on file in the L.D.S.
Historian's Library, p.1. Hereinafter referred to as "46th Quorum..."
2

"Payson Ward History," Record #63444, Ms. on file in the
L.D.S. Historian's Library, p. 302.
3

B.H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Vol. III (Salt Lake City: Deseret News
Press, 1930), pp. 40,50.

13
fourteen miles ahead.

They also reported that Benjamin Franklin had

been unjustly fined nearly $100 for changing the course of the road
on his land.
account.

By whoa ha was fined is unclear in the "Journal History"

Bishop Killer's company was engaged in securing the corn

from Brother Stewart's land, paying debts with some of it and bringing
the rest into camp.1
On March 7 Parley P. and Orson Pratt went past Bishop Miller's
encampment on the Stewart property to Richardson's Point, four miles
further on,2

On March 8 Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball went to

view Bishop Miller's campgrounds on the Stewart property but found
that it was too wet for encampment.

It must have been wet everywhere

during that period because the companies had to stay at Richardson's
Point until March 19 due to heavy rains making the roads and streams
impassable.3
Benjamin Franklin and his family followed west soon after
Brigham Young and arrived on the Missouri River in June, 1846, ready to
take up pioneering again, this time under the banner of Mormonism.4

1

"L.D.S. Journal History," Mar. 6, 1846, p. 1. This is a
Ms. history of the L.D.S. Church on file in the L.D.S. Historian's
Library. Hereinafter referred to as "Journal History."
2

Ibid., Mar. 7, 1846.

3

Ibid., Mar. 8, 1846 and Roberts, III, 50.

4

Tullidge's Quarterly Magazine, III, 450.

CHAPTER

III

A MORMON PIONEER
The original intention of the Church leaders had been to send
a preliminary company to the Rockies during the 1846 season.

But the

main camp had been 1 ite in arriving at the Missouri, and the raising
and enlistment of the Mormon Battalion had slowed them up even more.
Due to these circumstances it was decided that all would wait out
the winter on the Missouri River and travel on to the Rockies the
next year. Winter Quarters and other "cities** were established to
take care of all the pioneers.1
In anticipation of the journey to the mountains Benjamin
Franklin, with others of his fellow pioneers, had made a trip to the
Missouri settlements for additional supplies. But when the plans were
changed he settled his family at Keg Creek, Iowa for the winter.2

Calling as One of the First Pioneers
The following spring a conference was held on April 6, and
Benjamin Franklin was ordained a Seventy by Joseph Young.3 Since
April 5, under the leadership of Heber C. Kimball, the first group
of pioneers had begun to gather on the banks of the Elk Horn, about
thirty-five miles from Winter Quarters, in preparation for the trip
1

Roberts, III, 147-48.

2

Tullidge's Quarterly Magazine. III, 450.
Jenson, II, 717.

3
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A Prophecy Comes True
An account of Benjamin Franklin's adds some interesting information to a brief incident mentioned in pioneer history.

In his

Comprehensive History B.H. Roberts mentions that Ellis Eames left
the pioneer company on account of sickness and returned, to Winter
Quarters on April 18.1 Benjamin Franklin's account of this incident
was printed in the Juvenile Instructor in 1882.
How true is the word of prophecy.' After the Pioneers, on their
way to seek a location for the Stints, had been out some six or
seven days from Winter Quarters, we met a company of mountaineers
traveling to the Missouri River. One of our company, Brother
E---, saw in this a good chance to return. He had not the
spirit of the mission, and as he saw plenty of hard fare in prospect he wanted to get honorably released, of course. Being of
the same mess to which I belonged, and from the same branch, he
wanted me to see the President Slid get him released on account
of poor health. I called at President Young's wagon (being
camped for the night) and told him what Brother E---wanted.
"Well," said he, "if he has not got the spirit of this mission
we might as well let him go back. But, as Brother Kimball had
him called I want you to see him and tell him what I say."
I called at Brother Kimball's wagon and found him at supper
in company with Brother Egan. I told him what Brother E--wanted and what President Young had said.
"Well," said Brother Kiaball, "of course we will release him!"
Then, after a few moments1 meditation he said: "I am sorry;
for if he goes on he will live, but if he goes back he will die."
Seeing that I was rather astonished at this remark, he added
"0, I did not mean that he would die temporally by returning;
but," said he, with some emphasis, "he will die spiritually."
After a few years,
settled at Provo, He
the High Council, and
much prospered in the

Brother E--- came on to the Valleys and
was appointed Bishop's clerk and clerk of
in time married a second wife, and was very
land with flocks and herds.

I marvelled that Brother Kimball's prophecy about his spiritual
1

Roberts, III, 163.

17
death failed; but after a few years Brother E--— concluded he
must go to California to get a "fit-out," as it used to be called.
He took both wives with him, but the second wife returned, and
a few years since I heard of Brother E--- being in San Bernardino
keeping a saloon and gambling house.1
Others must have been in agreement with Brother Kimball's prophecy
because Howard Egan reports in his journal that Brother Barnes
returned because of supposed sickness

"but," he adds, "I think

he is weak in the faith."2

Member of Hunting Party
On April 25, hunting regulations were made for the pioneer
camp of Saints. Eight men were selected to hunt on horseback as
there were eight free horses in the camp.

Eleven others were

selected to hunt on foot, and the Twelve could hunt whenever they
wanted.

All were cautioned not to chase the buffalo unnecessarily.

Benjamin Franklin was among those selected to go hunting on foot.
His companions were John Pack, Phineas H. Young, Tar1ton Lewis,
Joseph Hancock, Edmund Ellsworth, Roswell Stephens, Edson Whipple,
Barnabas L. Adams, Jackson Redding and Eric Glines.

These men were

distributed fairly evenly throughout the "tens".
The hunters on foot as well as those on horseback did well in
providing meat for the entire camp.

Joseph Hancock got lost one

1

B.F.S. [Benjamin Franklin Stewart] , "A Prophecy," Juvenile
Instructor. XVII (Feb. 15, 1882), 63.
2

William M. Egan (ed.), Pioneering the West (Richmond, Utahs
Howard R. Egan Estate, 1917), p. 25.
3

"Journal History," Apr. 25, 1847, p. 1; and Clayton Family
Association, William Clayton's Journal (Salt Lake City: The
Deseret Hews, 1921), p. 103.
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night while hunting on foot, but he got his huffalo before he found
his way to camp the next morning.

On May 2 the hunters did so well

that nearly the entire camp was employed putting up racks to dry
the buffalo meat.1

By Hay 6 there was so much meat in camp that

orders ware given that no more game was to be killed for a time.
Six buffalo calves and a cow had been killed the day before.2
The pioneer company had their share of hardships as they
journeyed along the unraveled north bank of the Hatte River. Feed
for the animals was scarce and Indian troubles did not help matters
any.

On June 1 the company arrived opposite Fort Laramie and found

a detachment of the Mississippi Saints waiting for them.

The next

few days were spent in making repairs while the wagons and company
were ferried across the Platte, further travel on the north bank
being impracticable.

A company of forty men and nineteen wagons

was sent ahead to make preparations for ferrying the pioneer company
across the North Fork of the Platte near the mouth of the Sweetwater.
When the main company arrived on the spot on June 12 the advance
company was already engaged in ferrying over a company of Oregonbound emigrants.

The main body of pioneers stayed here for several

days ferrying and building a craft that would make the ferrying
easier.
Special Appointment for Ferrying
At a council held on the evening of June 18 Brigham Young
appointed nine men to remain at the ferrying post while the rest
1

Egan, p. 32-33,

3

Roberts, III, 195-97.

2

Egan,

p. 35.
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went on to the Salt Lake Valley.

Benjamin Franklin was included

with the remaining group as were Thomas Grover, John 5. Higbee,
William Y. Empy, Appleton M. Harmon, Edmond Ellsworth, Luke Johnson,
Francis M. Pomeroy, and James Davenport.

Eric Glines also remained

for a time but he was apparently unauthorised to do so.

In appoint-

ing the brethren to stay, Brigham Young had referred to Brother
Glines "who wanted to stay, but the President said lie had no council
for him to stay, but he might do as he pleased.

Some explanation

followed by Glines, but the unanimous feelings of the brethren were
for Glines to go on."1
It was no meager job left to these men, and certainly they
aided the coming companies of pioneers as much as those who went on
and were the first to enter the Salt Lake Valley.

Here were nine

men left alone in a wilderness area (one hundred and twenty-five
miles from Fort Laramie) with danger from Indians as well as much
necessary contact with the Missouri emigrants to Oregon.

These

groups had been the main reason the pioneers had kept their company
on the untraveled north side of the Platte River."
In addition to these drawbacks, the climate did not appear to
be the most favorable.

Orson Pratt calculated it to be 4858 feet

above sea level. This high altitude, along with the closeness of
the snow-covered summits of the Laramie mountains, caused cold
nights at the ferrying site.

It was not too cold for the fish,

however, and one man with a hock caught as many as fifty fish,
Egan, p. 76; and Maybelle Harmon Anderson (ed.), Appleton Milo
Harmon Goes West (Berkeley: The Gillick Press, 1946), p. 37.
2

Roberts, III, 168.
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averaging one pound each, from a creek running into the Platte
River.1
In spite of hardships, ferrying appeared to be a rather profitable
business.

Previous to the departure of the main company quite a sum

had already been received for ferrying the Missourians.

It totaled

$78, including 1295 pounds of flour at two and one half cents per
pound, steal, beans, soap, honey and two cows.

By Fort Laramie

prices the cost of these articles would have totaled close to $400.
Most of the earnings of the ferry group, however, were turned over
to those who were bound for the valleys of the mountains. A lot of
their earnings was in much-needed supplies, of which the Oregonbound emigration seemed to have an abundance.

Instructions to Ferry Men
In his council with those remaining President Young preached a
sermon showing the young Elders that they were eternally grasping
after something that belonged to others instead of trying to help
those who were behind.

The way for them to get power was to go and

preach the gospel and bring a train of their own to Zion.

Apparently

President Young wanted to impress upon them the aid they would render
to others by staying behind and not thinking of their own welfare.
1

"Journal

History,"

June 18, 1847, p. 1.

2

"Journal History," June 18, 1847, p. 2.

3

Egan, p. 77.

4

Tullldge's Quarterly Magazine, III, 451

5

Egan, p. 77.
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The men were also given some written instructions which were
signed by Brigham Young.

In token of agreement that they would

abide by the instructions the paper was also signed by all those
who were remaining. These instructions appointed Thomas Grover as
superintendent of the ferry and all were to follow his council.
They were not to scatter for hunting or other reasons but were to
keep together at all times. As soon as possible they were to put
up a comfortable room for shelter for themselves and horses and for
protection against the Indians should a war party come.

The first

task, however, was to see that the boats were properly fastened
and the landings completed.

All was to be as safe as possible for

they were responsible for any accidents that might occur due to
their carelessness or negligence.
As to prices, they were instructed to charge $1.50 in provisions
or $3.00 cash for a family wagon. They were advised to take the
provisions rather than the cash.

If the general emigration of the

Missourians and others should stop before the coming companies of
Saints arrived they were to cache their things and return to Fort
Laramie to wait for the Saints, coming on with them to the Salt
Lake Valley.

They were to ford the companies of Saints as well

as the Missourians, charging a reasonable price for those who
were able to pay.
So that no disagreement would arise concerning the profits, an
account was to be kept of the labor of each man, of how many were
ferried, and of the amount of the receipts and expenditures.
1
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man was to be paid according to his labor, and if any disagreed
they were to wait and bring it before a council rather than have
disagreement among themselves.

Such were the conditions under which

the nine men were to stay and operate the ferry.1

ferrying Experiences
On the morning of June 19 the main camp started west again.
The men who woe left behind finished ferrying sixteen emigrant
wagons by noon and then took stock of their situation. Up to the
time the main company left they had ferried seventy-eight of their
own wagons and sixty-four for the Oregon emigrants.

There were ten

men left (counting Eric Glines), three wagons, three horses, one
mule, three heifers, a bull that Benjamin Franklin and Eric Glines
had traded for that day, and five dogs, besides miscellaneous
equipment and provisions.2 They also had the boat that had been
built for ferrying and a $15 coil of rope that Heber C. Kimball had
left for them to use.
The new boat...consisted of two large cottonvood canoes, which
were placed parallel to each other, a few feet apart, and then
pinned firmly with cross pieces on the top of which were nailed
flat slabs running lengthwise of the canoes. Then attaching a
rudder and oars, with a little iron work, the boat was made of
sufficient strength to carry over the loaded wagons of the
emigrants.4
This boat was a decided advantage in the ferrying work.
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Previous to its completion the men had had a difficult time getting
wagons across the deep and swift-moving Platte. They had tried
stretching a rope across the stream, which was only forty to fifty
rods wide, and floating empty wagons over attached to this rope. But
the current rolled the wagons over and over, causing great injury
to them.

They also tried fastening two to four wagons together to

prevent them capsizing, but they were still rolled over. When they
tried to pull them over simply with rafts they would be swept
nearly two miles downstream before they could reach the other side.
When the rafts were fitted out with oars they managed to get
across within half a mile, but the goods in the wagons still had
to be taken across in the leather "revenue cutter."1

So the new

boat,which could handle loaded wagons, was a real improvement.
On June 20 Benjamin Franklin and William Empey took horses
and a wagon twenty-eight miles back to Seer Creek for coal.
Erastus Snow had described Deer Creek as follows:
This is the most delightful place we have seen since we left the
states* --a large creek of clear water with a stony bottom, and
the way our boys are hauling out the fish is not so slow. Excellent feed, thrifty timber, plenty of game, beautiful scenery;
and, added to this, one of our miners had discovered a very excellent bed of bituminous coal up the creek, a sample of which he
has brought into camp: also a quarry of excellent sandstone.3
Francis Pomeroy and Eric Glines accompanied them for a ways
back to Deer Creek as they were going to investigate a ferry that
1
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had been established further down the river.
group also went down on the following day.

Some of the pioneer

They found three men with

a boat and a wagon who intended to stay until a company of twentyseven wagons, expected the night of June 21, should have crossed.
The three were not enthusiastic about the Mormon group working in
connection with them at the same spot, so Thomas Graver took some
of the men, the ferryboat, and the leather "revenue cutter" two
miles further down the river. They picked a spot for their ferry
where the feed was good and there was i grove of cottonwood trees.
When Benjamin Franklin and "Brother Empey returned the next day they
went up the river and brought the two wagons down tc the new
ferrying post."
It was June 22 when the two men returned from Deer Creek with
a load of coal which turned out not to be as good as Erastus Snow
had thought.2 They had put up the following advertisement at
Deer Creek:
NOTICE
To the ferry twenty-eight miles. The ferry good and safe.
Manned by experienced men.Blacksmithingthing, horse and ox shoeing
done. Also a wheelwright.
Thomas Grover3
ON June 23 Eric Glines started feeling guilty about having
stayed against the counsel of President Young, and he started on his
mule to catch up with the main company. Later on that day four
Frenchmen with pack horses came by and reported that the Mormon
Battalion sick detachment, on its way from Pueblo, was at Fort
Laramie, and it would be at the ferry within a few days.
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On June 25 Captain William Vaughn arrived with his company to
be ferried in spite of the fact that the three men of the ferry up
the river had met them and offered the use of ferry boats free of
charge. Modern competitive methods must have been in full swing
because when the next company came by that same day they were only
charged fifty cents rather than the $1.50 recommended by Brigham
Young.

According to Harmon the reasoning behind this was that if

they gave the upper ferry no chance to do any business they would
not stay long.1
A bit of excitement occurred in camp on this same day.

About

five in the afternoon John S. Higbee found the body of Wesley G.
Tustin floating in the river. He had been drowned six days before
at the upper ferry.

Captain Vaughn picked up the body in the boat aid

his company buried it and took charge of sending his pocket knife
and the $1.60 in hie pockets to his parents who had gone on ahead.*
A few advance men of the Mormon Battalion detachment also
arrived that evening, and the time from then until July IX the
men spent most of their time ferrying the Battalion members and the
Oregon emigrants.2
Our men were employed this day in this manner: T. Grover,
W. Empy, sic John Higbee, and Jonathan Pugmyer worked at blacksmithing, I, A.M. Harmon, put in an axletree for S. Ellsworth,
a heme for one of the emigrants, and assisted in putting on a
tire. C.L. Johnson doctored and cleaned teeth, B.F. Stewart
herded cattle. F.M. Pumeroy [sic] hunted his horse. Ellsworth
and Davenport sick. Did this day about $30 worth of blacksmithing
and $2.50 worth of wagon work, $3.00 doctoring.3
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On July 11 they had a little variety in ferrying when they took
across a nursery of seven hundred fruit trees growing in clover.
They were owned by H. Lieuelling, a Quaker from Salem, Iowa. On
this same day four men also arrived who had been sent back from the
main camp at the Green River to pilot through those pioneers who
were on their way.

These men were Phineas Young, Aaron F. Farr,

George Woodard and Eric Glines. Some of those who were ferrying
also wanted to return and meet their on-coming families.

Since it

seemed that most of the Oregon emigration had gone past, it was
decided to divide the gain equally among the nine men.

This amounted

to about $60.50 each besides provisions.

Family Reunited
After being delayed from starting on July 12 by the chase and
shooting of two buffalo, the men who were to meet the coming pioneers
set off on July 13. Francis Pomeroy, Edmund Ellsworth and Benjamin
Franklin Stewart left with Captain Grover, who left William Empey
in charge until he returned.1

After travelling two hundred and

eighty miles from their ferrying camp Benjamin Franklin found his
family in Abraham 0. Smoot's company.

He traveled on with them to

the Salt Lake Valley, arriving on September 25, 1847.
It was no easy journey for Benjamin Franklin's wife, Polly,
with three children under seven years of age, one of them a baby so
delicate he had to be carried on a pillow.

The baby, Orson, died
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before his parents were even settled in their new home.1

In

addition to these cares, Polly drove a yoke of oxen the entire
distance.2
On August 16 and 26, companies including most of the apostles
and many of the men from the Mormon Battalion who wanted to meet
families, started from the Salt Lake Valley to return to Winter
Quarters for the winter.

Benjamin Franklin Stewart is listed as

being in the August 26 company,3 but this is probably an error and
should have been the Benjamin Stewart who was in Company D of the
Mormon Battalion.

This is especially likely since Benjamin

Franklin did not even arrive in the valley until September 25.
Pioneering in the Salt Lake Area
Benjamin Franklin and his family endured the same hardships as
the rest of the pioneers during that first winter in Salt Lake.
Those in the first company had wasted no time, and by the time
Benjamin Franklin arrived with his family much of the valley had
been explored and named, the city had been surveyed, buildings had
been erected, the first birth and death had occurred, and two groups
had left on the return trip to Winter Quarters.

On October 3,

shortly after the Stewarts arrived, a conference was held, and John
Smith was chosen president of the Salt Lake Stake with Charles C.
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Rich and John Young as counselors. Thus leadership was established
to guide the pioneers through the first hard winter.

In spite of

their religion and their pleasures, which lightened the burden, the
food and clothing were not adequate; and of course they still had
much to do before they would be comfortably settled.1
The hardships were lightened by the fact that it was a light
winter and the cattle were able to feed in the pastures all winter
without being fed.
Patriarchal Blessing Received
During that winter, on December 15, Benjamin Franklin received
his patriarchal blessing from John Smith, tnd it made such an
impression on him that he wrote of it years later in the Juvenile
Instructor.
I recollect the first opportunity that I had of getting a
blessing under the hands of a Patriarch. It was in 1847, when we
were forted up where Salt Lake City new stands. As soon as the
Patriarch, Father John Smith, had a house, so he could attend
to giving blessings, I went to get my blessing. I felt very
humble, and as though I was in the presence of an inspired man,
and so I was. My prayer was that tha spirit of prophecy might
rest upon him, and so it did. He said, among other things,
that I should get my friends and posterity together and should
build up a city that should be called Benjamin, and that I
should preside over it. At that time I had but a wife and two
children, though I hid been married twelve years; and now I
have quite a numerous posterity, and preside in Benjamin.3
When spring came to the Salt Lake Valley, Benjamin Franklin
put in hie crops along with the rest and then, with five others, went
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to the Green River to establish a ferry for the California and
Oregon emigrants. Apparently the venture was not too successful
because ha reported that there were not many Oregon-bound emigrants
that season.1
His first few years in "Deseret" Benjamin Franklin, spent
establishing a saw mill in Mill Creek Canyon. Ha lived there with
his family except for a few months when he accompanied Parley P.
Pratt's exploring expedition to the south.

His daughter Sarah

was born in Kill Creak in November, 1850, and the following January
he moved his family to Payson, the first settlers having arrived
in that area but a few months before.2
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CHAPTER

IV

PIONEERING IN SOUTHERN UTAH EXPLORATION

The Saints early started exploring the regions of their new
home with a view to expanding their settlement.

In November, 1849,

the governor and legislative assembly of "Deseret" commissioned an
exploring expedition to go over the southern rim of the Great Basin
and see what kind of settlements could be made there. This expedition numbered about fifty men and was under the leadership of
Parley ?. Pratt.1
W.W. Phelps and David Fullmer served as counselors to Parley
P. Pratt, and the company was further organised into fifties and
tens.

John Brown was the captain of fifty and captains of tens

were Isaac C. Haight, Joseph Matthews, Joseph Home, Ephraim
Green and Josiah Arnold.

Robert L. Campbell served as clerk and

historian. Equipment included twelve wagons, one carriage,
twenty-four yoke of cattle, thirty-eight horses and mules, odometer,
one hundred and fifty pounds of flour for each man and other miscellaneous equipment and provisions.

"Mormon Odometer"
Benjamin Franklin offers a history and description of the
1
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odometer they took on the exploring trip, which was the same type
of thing as that put into use on the 1847 pioneer journey.
When the Pioneers of 1847 left Winter Quarters on the Missouri
River, those who kept journals differed in their estimates of
the number of miles traveled each day. So, Brother William
Clayton measured around a wagon wheel, to learn the distance
traveled by every revolution of it, fastened a hand saw on the
side of the wagon, bored a hole in a spoke on the inside of the
wheel and inserted a peg in it projecting out far enough to
strike the saw every time the wheel turned around. By keeping
count of the number of times the peg struck the saw, it was an
easy matter to compute the distance traveled. But Brother
Appleton Harmon made an improvement upon this, by constructing
a cog-wheel, which he attached to the wagon, with cogs sufficient
to indicate a mile by every revolution. That was our "Mormon
odometer."1
Exploration Party Begins
The expedition left Salt Lake on November 23, and on the first
night encountered a snow storm, the first of many on their journey.
On the Provo River the expedition found a small fort with a few
families. The main reason for their having settled there, so "far"
from Salt Lake City, was the fish that abounded in that area in
those days of scarcity of provisions. Of Hobble Creek, where
Springville was later located, Benjamin Franklin remarks that it
was so called because one of the brethren had earlier lost a pair
of hobbles there.
On November 28 and 29 the expedition passed through the area
which was later to be settled as Spanish Fork and Payson.

Perhaps

1
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it was this trip that decided Benjamin Franklin to move his family
to that area and settle for the rest of his life. After crossing
the Spanish fork River the bottom land was covered with cottonwood,
timber, willows and greasewood; and sage was plentiful on the
prairie. The company passed a low swamp land and rich black soil
and camped on Peteetneet Creek in the afternoon.

The creek itself

was fourteen feet wide and seventeen inches deep with a swift current
and running on the highest land levels. There was fine soil and
beautiful grass here, and it was mentioned as a good settling place.
Two years later a good start had been made toward the settlement
of Payson on this spot.1
Leaving this fertile area on November 29 the explorers continued to find abundant sage and greasewood. When they got into
the mountains they found them covered with cedar and fir. At
Summit Creek on the ridge between Utah and Juab valleys they had a
beautiful view of both valleys.2

Summit Creek was also called

Santaquin and was named in honor of an Indian,by B.F. Johnson.3
At Punjab Springs or Stewart's Ranch in Juab Valley they found
that the Indians were afraid of this spring, believing that there was
a big serpent in the area which had eaten an Indian some time in
the past.
On November 30 the expedition went up Salt Creek Canyon where
they found a bed of rock salt that seemed to have been dug generations
before.

They also found here some "hieroglyphic characters" en-

graved on hard volcanic rock.
1
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with hard tools, which the existing Indians knew nothing of.
The first water reached after passing ever the summit into
Sanpete or Sanpitch Valley was Pawquets Creek.

The Indians had

supposedly given this spring to W.W. Phelps and Pawquets was their
name for him.1

Limit of Previous Exploration Beached
At the present site of Manti the expedition found a small
company of Saints. They had just arrived to make a settlement at
the request of the Indians, who considered them friends.1
At Manti the group reached the limit of previous exploration
and were on their own. According to Benjamin Franklin they relied
on inspiration "that never errs" rather than trusting to Indian
guides.1

But Isaac C, Haight's journal claims that they secured

an Indian guide on December 8.

On the same day a young Pah Ute

Indian boy was shot by the Indians as a sacrifice so that the sickness which had been bothering the Indians would

stop.2

After leaving Manti the weather turned extremely cold and there
was alot of snow on the ground.

But i n spite of the bad weather

there were moments of merriment. On the night of December 12 the
company camped in a "very nice little valley on the river" and sang
songs and had other amusements around the camp fires, there being
plenty of wood at that spot. Because of this pleasant evening
Brother Pratt named the place Merry Vale, but it later degenerated
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into Marysvale,1
A Difficult Pass
In folloving the Sevier River the expedition was told by
Indians and also by mountaineer Barney Ward that there was a canyon
they would not be able to pass with their wagons.

Upon nearing

this canyon they sent men ahead to explore on horseback end found
that they could not get through the cenyon nor could they get by
on the Spanish Trail. the only alternative seemed to be to return
nearly a hundred miles end take another route. Benjamin Franklin
had some part to play in finally finding a route through to the
Little Salt take Valley.1
I had been one of the explorers, that day, and my mind had
been much exercised about getting through, that night I dreamed
of seeing a pass by which we could yet make our way into Little
Salt Lake Valley, as that was the course we wanted to take. When
we awoke in the morning, I was relating my dream to Brother George
Nebeker, David Fullmer and William Brown, as we slept in the same
wagon, and stated that Brother John Brown (the present Bishop
of Pleasant Grove) and Brother R. Campbell were with me in my
dream. Just then Brother John Brown came to our wagon, and
called me, stating that I was wanted to go and help find a pass
through the mountains, the brethren with me, immediately said,
"we believe you will find a way through."
When I got reedy and rode outside of the wagon corral, there
were the men whom I dreamed were with me. Brother Brown rode up
to me and asked, "Brother B---, which way shall we go?"
I pointed and said, "I saw a way through there last night!"
"then", said he, "lead out."
I did so, and soon after we started I told the brethren what I
had seen in my dream.
We explored a route for our wagons fourteen miles that day,
through snow from one to two feet deep. Looking towards a hill
nearby, I said "that hill looks like the one I was on last night.
I could see our way from it into Little Salt Lake Valley. We
1
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fastened our horses, and climbed the hill, and could see as I
told them, down into the valley on the west.
We got back to camp a little after dark and reported that we
could get through.1
Although a way had been found to get through it was no easy
way.

They encountered a snow storm at the very cutset, and by the

time they reached the valley four days later the cattle were exhausted
from lack of feed and water and the men were nearly frozen.

In some

places they had to let the wagons down deep ravines with ropes and
help the cattle the same way.

There was alot of snow shoveling to

be done and the storm seemed continuous. Many of the cattle got
scattered and had to be found again.

It was a definite relief when

they got into the Little Salt Lake Valley and the weather conditions
abated somewhat.2
According to Isaac C, Haight's description this valley was
a pleasant place to be. As he prepared to leave it some weeks later
he wrote,
I shall leave this place with regret.
It is one of the most
lovely places in the Great Basin. On the East high towering
mountains covered with evergreen forests and one of the most
beautiful creeks running from them. On the west and south a large
valley of the most beautiful lands. Little Salt Lake bordering
the valley on the west and beyond a range of hills covered with
verdure and backed with high towering mountains covered with
eternal snows, all of which contributed to beautify the scenery
and while the clouds hand heavily on the mountains and the storms
and tempests are rearing the valley enjoys a beautiful serenity.3
After traveling into the valley Brother Pratt decided to take
half the company over the rim of the Basin and leave the other half.
1
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They would do some local exploring.

Consequently on December 26

Brother Pratt left with twenty men (including Benjamin Franklin) and
thirty horses.1
The exploring party journeyed past the present sites of Cedar
City end Harmony end over the rim of the Basin to where Toquerville
now stands. The weather changed from cold winter to balmy spring as
they went over the rim on January 1, 1850.

Indian Experiences
Benjamin Franklin reports some interesting experiences with
Indians in the Toquerville-St. George area.
We camped near where Toquerville is situated, and early in the
morning we heard an Indian calling to us from the side of the
mountain, among the rocks, out of gunshot range.
Brother D.B. Huntington, our Indian interpreter, called out
in the Indian tongue for him to come down, as we were friends
to the red man, and talk, which he did in great haste, and with
such expressions of friendship as nuine tuege ticaboo.
When we inquired why the Indians were so shy (for
first we had seen since we left Hanti), he said that
showed themselves to the Spaniards or emigrants (for
passed through that country), they would be shot at,
afraid of white men and guns.

he was the
whenever they
some had
and they were

After talking awhile and eating some breakfast, he left and
spread the news that we were friends to the Indians.
We journey down the Rio Virgen [sic] , past where Washington
is now situated, the Indians traveling with us all the time. As
one squad left us another one would join, though they were very
shy. We were traveling near the Rio Virgen one day when the
Indians saw a hawk sitting on a tree. They wished us to shoot it,
but it was a long way off, and Brother Pratt thought we hadn't bet
ter shoot unless pretty sure of hitting, as it might lessen the
1
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Indians' respect for us. Brother K. Harabieton, however, said he
would try if we would give him our faith. He shot, and the hawk
fell, to the surprise of the Indians.
We traveled down the Virgen to the mouth of the Santa Clara
Creek, where we found a large amount of ancient pottery, of a
very fine character. We also saw where the Indians had raised
corn and squashes the previous season.
We went up the Santa Clara and camped for the night near where
St. George now stands. The Indians took great interest in Brother
Huntington's talk to them, and seemed to be overflowing with
friendship towards us.
After talking some time with the Indians there, we sang a song
that had a chorus; after the first verse was sung, the Indians
joined in the chorus and kept time with the tune. We were surprised
as well as themselves, for we never heard an Indian attempt to
sing a tune before.
There seemed to be a good spirit pervading the camp. It is said
in the scriptures that certain places were holy. I think this
place certainly was. But little did we think that in thirty
years there would be a temple built near this same camp, where
angels would visit and great blessings be conferred on the children
of Joseph and Ephraim.1
The group went no further south than the present site of St.
George and returned to the Little Salt Lake Valley by way of Captain
Hunt's California road and Mountain Meadows.

When they arrived

back at the main camp on January 8 they were greeted by a "five gun
and small arms salute" and a feast in the wilderness.

They had to

sit on the ground for the banquet, but the menu included such things
as roast beef, mince and pumpkin pies, apple pies, sauce, and coffee.
After the meal Parley P. Pratt gave an address in which he compared
the freedom of the Saints in their mountain home with the conditions
in the rest of the world.3

2

Roberts, III, 486-87.

3

Haight, Jan. 8, 1850.

38

The Return Home
The journey from the Littla Salt Lake Valley to the Great
Salt Lake Valley was by no means a pleasant one. There was almost
constant snow which did not make things easy in the ordinary course
of travel, and it made the travel doubly hard over the many passes
and mountains. When there was not enough water, however, they were
glad enough to have the snow to melt. On January 21 it was decided
that it would be impossible for the wagons to get home under the snow
conditions that prevailed.

So the following day Brother Pratt

started for home with twenty-four men (including Benjamin Franklin )
and twenty-six horses and mules. He left the rest, mostly men without
families, to set up a winter quarters and come on as soon as the
weather permitted.z

The later group arrived home safely in March.3

The company that were to go on "commenced our wallowing in the
snow" which was sometimes waist deep. On January 26 they woke up to
find themselves completely buried by snow, and some of the men had to
shovel others out. As men appeared from out of the snow it caused
them to call it the "Resurrection Camp".4
When the group was nearly fifty miles from Fort Utah, the
closest settlement, they were existing on flour and water, and not
much of that. Brother Pratt vent on ahead and had a relief party
sent back which reached them at the southern and of Utah Valley.5
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Within three days a f t e r r e l i e f came, they had arrived safely home in Salt
Lake. 1

I t had been an arduous journey but had served i t s purpose

in determining good places for future settlements.

1

Haight, Jan. 10-Feb. 2, 1850.

CHAPTER V
PIONEERING IN PAYSON
The first settlers arrived at Peteetneet Creek in October, 1850.
Among them was Benjamin Franklin's brother, Andrew Jackson Stewart.
He had immigrated to Utah that year and went immediately to Peteetneet to settle with his family.
Others who arrived at the same time with their families were
James Pace, John Courtland Searle, Allison Hill and Nathaniel Haws.
James E. Daniels arrived in November and George and Joseph Curtis
and their families in December.

This settlement was started at the

advice of Brigham Young who suggested that a number of men take
their families and settle on Feteetneet Creek.2

George A. Smith Visits Feteetneet
In December George A. Smith passed through the Feteetneet
settlement on his way to the Little Salt Lake Valley and had nothing
but praise for the location.
...from what we know and can learn regarding the many facilities
to be found at this point, we would recommend to any persons who
are seeking a location where plenty of timber of the first quality,
first rate water power, and any quantity of good land for farming
purposes, let him or them come to this point, and they will not
regret making the move to secure to themselves a home, which many
1
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of the other settlements will envy.
On December 13 Brother Smith held a meeting of the thirty-five
Saints settled on the Peteetneet Creek and organised a branch with
James Pace as president and A.J, Stewart as clerk.

It was to be

called the Peteetneet Branch but was soon changed to Pacen after
President Pace, and then to Payson.2

Benjamin Franklin Stewart Arrives
A month later, on January 22, 1851, Brigham Young and Heber C.
Kimball stopped in Payson with their company on a journey to the
south. That same day Benjamin Franklin and James McFate arrived
with their families to settle.

Some reports, however, indicate

4
that Benjamin Franklin did not arrive with his family until March.
Other arrivals that month included Charles B. Hancock, Breed Searle,
Benjamin Cross, Henry E. Stephens, William C. Patten and James
McClellan.

By the time a census was taken in October, 1851, including

Summit or Santaquin, the population totaled

427.5

The previous

March a ward had been organised as part of the Utah Stake. The
Stake was organised by Brigham Young on March 19, 1851 and consisted
of all the Saints in Utah County, then in six settlements.

On
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March 23, Brigham Young came to Payson and in a meeting at the home
of James Pace he organised the Payson Ward with Benjamin Cross as
bishop.1
Prosperity was evident in Payson from the beginning.

The 1851

harvest was a good one and included wheat, potatoes, and garden
vegetables.

That year a fort and school house were also built, and

in 1852 a post office was established.

But the first settlers felt

that prosperity would not last if they let any more settle in the
area. They thought that the Peteetneet Creek could not water any
more land than enough for them.

Consequently a number of families

were turned away when they wanted to settle there.

The estimation

proved wrong, however, for Peteetneet Creek eventually supported
over two thousand.2

Plural Marriage Participation
Before coming to Payson Benjamin Franklin entered into plural
marriage when he took his second wife, Rachel Davis. They had their
only child, Lucinda, on June 6, 1851. On September 6, 1851 Benjamin
Franklin took a third wife, Elizabeth Davis, by whom he had ten
children. His families all lived in Payson and later in Benjamin.
By his first and third wives Benjamin Franklin had t e n children each.
Polly Richardson gave birth to Almeda, Polina, Alvira, Benjamin
Franklin, Jr., Orson, Sarah, Lavina, Luther Kimball, L.N. Dorado,
and Eunice Polly.

Six of these lived to maturity and married.

Elisabeth Davis's children were Brigham, George Albert, Franklin
1
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Henry, Philander Joseph, Rachel Maydia, Andrew Jackson B., James
William, Sadia, John Oscar and Samuel.
maturity and married.

Seven of them lived to

A total of fourteen of his twenty-one children

lived to carry on the Stewart family.

A Saw Hill and Indians
Benjamin Franklin's first venture in Payson was the establishing
of a saw mill in Payson Canyon.

Several other men, some with their

families, also took part in this venture.

From this fact has re-

sulted a little disagreement as to who was actually responsible for
building the first saw mill in Payson Canyon. The "Utah Stake
Manuscript History" claims that Pardon Webb built the first saw mill
2
in 1854. But Benjamin Franklin claims to have built the first
saw mill in Utah County that sawed pine lumber. And he was there
in 1853 when the Indian uprisings occurred, as was Pardon Webb.
It would seem probable that the group collectively was responsible
for the first saw mill in Payson Canyon.

This group included

William C. McClellan, John F. Bellows, Pardon Webb, Sidney Webb,
Wesley Webb, James S. Daniels, Walter Barney, Lewis Barney and T.J.
Barney as well as Benjamin Franklin.4 John F. Bellows claims that
the group at the mill was comprised on only four men, three women,
two boys and five small children. He also says that "Father Haws"
and Pardon Webb were working on a second mill further up the canyon,
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so perhaps some of the men ware at that location.
Lewis Barney states that he was up Pateetneet Canyon with
"Frank Stewart and Jack Stuart", and they were building the saw
mill because the country was new and there were no sawmillsnor
any lumber to work with. He touches on some of their hardships when
he says they
put up a saw mill through the winter and the coming spring...I
worked in the snow and storm all winter getting out timber for
the mill the Snow being about 3 feet deep I suffered much with
Cold and for the Common Comforts of life. About the first of
July we got the mill started to making lumber.2
This group was working at the saw mill in the canyon at the
time of the Walker Indian uprisings in 1853, and they had rather
an exciting time of it. On July 17, some Indians called at the
Stewart cabin and wanted to trade for some guns that were hanging
on the wall.

Benjamin Franklin told them he did not want to trade,

but the Indians still wanted to see them.

Since the guns were almost

worthless he did not want the Indians to see them and said he was
afraid the rain would spoil them.
satisfied.

The Indians went away apparently

The next morning Alexander Keel was killed on guard

duty in Payson and it became evident that the Indians were on the
3
rampage.
Again Lewis Barney gives us some of the details. According to
Lewis the Indians came and camped a mile and a half below the saw
John F. Bellows, "A Marvelous Deliverance," Contributor,
XIV(Dec. 1892), 80.
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mill the night after they killed Alexander Keel. Lewis end his son
Walter were up early the next morning getting the mill started.
As soon as it was light enough to see two Indians earn galloping
up the Canyon and rode up to the mill and motioned to us to come
down. Accordingly we went down to see what they wanted. They
said you kill one Utah [sic] and we kill you and we kill you
pointing to me and my Son Walter. And wheeled their horses
round and started down the canyon full speed.1
They tried to get a mule on the way but it was fastened too
tightly. While they were trying to get the mule Lewis ran into the
cabin to wake up the other men, across the creek to wake up the
Stewarts, and then up to the dam to shut off the water.

In the

meantime the Indians had started firing "and the bullets was
whistleing around us tearing up the ground and cutting the brush at
wrapped [sic] rate in every direction."2
According to Lewis the group did not have many weapons to
defend themselves when they were caught unawares.

So he and his

brother Walter determined to try tc get down to the settlements to
warn them and to try and get help for their own group. They had
not gone very far up the mountain before they could look back and
see the whole canyon full of Indians.

2

The rest of the group had decided that their safety lay in
keeping quiet and out of sight, and after consultation men, women
and childred hid themselves in the brush.
John F. Bellows adds more detail to their safety precautions
when he writes,
1
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...when the shooting began Franklin Stewart and his wife seized
the quilts and other bedding wrapped three of their small children
in the same and started to run up the creek. They were barefooted
and clothed only in their night apparel. They thought to soon be
able to hide in the bushes which lined the banks of the creek but
they were pursued so closely by the Indians that they had to
walk in the creek for a long distance and then cane out on the
main road and followed it some distance up the canyon.1
Bellows and his wife and boy followed the Stewarts in their flight.
The Payson Ward history tells cf Walter Barney's plight on his
way to the settlements in the valley.
It is said that Walter Barney ran three fourths cf the day and
in his flight he throwed his shoes away, his shirt was then taken
and torn in twain and half wrapped around his feet to keep the
stones from cutting them all out. It is supposed that he done
this to prevent being tracked. This however is the last way that
we ever heard of.2
Lewis Barney explains that his brother took off his shoes simply
because his feet hurt in them and he could not travel.
The two brothers got separated on the way down to the valley,
but both eventually passed through Fond Town and finally arrived in
Spanish Fork. Lewis found the settlement "wonderfully excited" and
Colonel Markham raising a company to go up Peteetneet Canyon to see
if all had been massacred by the Indians. Lewis informed him that
the settlers were all right, but their stock had all been driven off
by the Indians.4
William McClellan was also sent down the canyon to get help.
When he returned with the help the group had decided to put up a
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bold front and were on their way down the canyon with heavy sticks
masquerading as guns.

The Indians had taken possession of all the

household goods and supplies that were left behind.1"
The settlers were all safely in Payson by nightfall.

Cn July 21

a small party of men went up the canyon looking for the Indians. They
did not find them but later learned that if they had gone a few
rods further they would have been ambushed by six times their number.
The Indians moved south after these events, and the Payson settlers
were only bothered by a little stealing of cattle and horses until
peace was restored.
Benjamin Franklin carried on in the lumber business until 1859
but moved his family into Payson to live.

It must have been a profit-

able business because in 1856 he consecrated $1460 to the Lord in
the "Provo Stake of Zion."4

Social Activities
Eanjamin Franklin was active in the social affairs of Payson.
Some remember him as being not only active, but quite prominent in
social affairs, mora so than his more business-like brother Andrew
Jackson.5
In 1856 the first theatrical production was put on in Payson
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and Benjamin Franklin loaned the upper room of his house for the
performance.

It was entitled "Luke the Laborer" and the scenery

consisted of "cotton cloth without paint."1
Another social event occurred on September 28, 1857, when
Benjamin Franklin married his oldest daughter, Almeda, to Samuel
McClellan.

She was sixteen at the time, and Benjamin Franklin

gave a big banquet to celebrate.
When the people moved south in anticipation of the United
States troops in 1858, the poor were instructed to go at least as
far as Payson.

Consequently the community of Payson was soon filled

with poor people dependent on charity.

The people of the community

did their job well and supplied the refugees with what they needed.
In order to provide work for them a road was begun up Peteetneet
Canyon and a grist mill and tannery were built. Many of these
people later returned and made their homes in Payson.

Vocations
In 1858 Benjamin Franklin helped start a nail factory and by
1859 had given up the lumber business for merchandising.

The nail

factory venture was in partnership with William Beebe and David
Sabin under the name of Sabin, Beebe, Stewart and company.

Benjamin

Franklin and his brother Andrew Jackscn had brought a thousand
wagons with chains and ox yokes from Camp Floyd, and the factory
1
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was begun in order to use up all this iron. David Sabin made all the
necessary machinery as he was a talented inventor and mechanic.

1

The nail factory was still in operation in 1861 when Isaiah M.
2
Coombs attemped to get a job as clerk for the company.
Along with this nail factory venture Benjamin Franklin went
into merchandising and in 1859 he built the first house for the
sale of merchandise in Payson.

Others who followed, him as merchants
4
were G.W. and Charles B. Hancock and J.B. Fairbanks.
Apparently Benjamin Franklin got somewhat carried away in his
merchandising because in 1861 he got a severe chastisement in the
picturesque language of Brigham Young, who was speaking at Farowan
concerning those who traded with t h e army and the gentiles and still
called themselves Saints.
I marvel at the patience X have had with such men. Here is
B.F. Stewart and his brother and hundreds of others 1 could name.
Bishop Warren is another. They are a stink in my nostrils, they
will trade with our anemias and sustain them. They would let in
all hell on us for a few dimes, they would like to open a gold
mine, establish whiskey and whore shops, do anything for money
and be hale fellows well met with those damned cusses. They
would cut my throat if they had the power, but I will live to
see them damned and in hell. Those Stewarts' and Hanks and your
bishop are among us as Saints, and we take them by the hand and
call them brother, but I have no sore fellowship for them than
I have for the devils in hell, and I curse them from this hour;
and they will see the day that they will he glad to lick up the
dust from the feet of the meanest saints in the celestial kingdom
1
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of God, Such men are not worth hall room and the curse of the
Almighty God shall rest upon them.1
It is possible that Benjamin Franklin's association in business
with his brother had something to do with this reproof, for according
to Isaiah M. Coombs Andrew Jackson was generally more disliked than
was Benjamin Franklin.2 In any case Benjamin Franklin must have
repented from his error because in later years when Bishop J.B. Fairbanks chastised others for dealing with the Gentiles Benjamin Franklin
was not mentioned.

He must have got back Into the good graces of

Brigham Young too, for he was sent on a mission in 1869 and was never
prevented from holding other positions in the Church.

But his reproof

certainly showed the strong feelings that President Young had against
those who were, In a sense, traitors to their own when they traded
with the gentiles.
Either his merchandising or some other project apparently
carried Benjamin Franklin into Provo, for at the July 24th celebration
there in 1860
Stewart."4

"flags were displayed from the store of A.J. and B.F.

On May 4, 1861 the trustees and teachers of the Utah

County schools held a convention in the new building that Benjamin
Franklin and his brother Andrew Jackson had built in Provo.5
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Throughout all these other ventures Benjamin Franklin kept up
farming activities. He and his brother had conferences with neighbors
on irrigation matters, he was active in the agricultural interests
of the community, and he and Andrew Jackson later established the
locality of Benjamin for the purpose of farming.
A couple of times Benjamin Franklin's difficulties with his
neighboring farmers even brought him into the Bishop's Court in
Payson, in which court he often sat in a judiciary capacity as the
second counselor in the bishopric.

In July of 1867 he was charged by

many of his neighbors with destroying their hay by building s dam
which caused the waters to back up onto their land. They claimed
that grass and roots had been destroyed and the land would be damaged
for years. They also charged that he had refused to abide the
decision of the Teachers and pay damages. The decision of the
Bishop's Court was that Benjamin Franklin was to see that the five
plaintiffs had an average lot of hay land to mow, one that would
make twenty-five tons of hay, and that in the future he make enough
sluice ways to draw the water and avoid flooding the land.2
On another occasion, in July 1868, Benjamin Franklin was one
of a number of plaintiffs against two men who were charged with taking
the water running down the gulch on the east side of Payson to the
damage of the plaintiffs. The decision was made in favor of Benjamin
1
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Franklin and his group. They had a claim to the water by priority
and a right to control it as long as the City Council let it run.1
These accounts show the interesting part that the Bishop's
Court played in the affairs of Payson.

There apparently was not

necessarily any stigma attached to the Bishop's Court, but it simply
served as an impartial body by means of which the settlers could
reconcile their differences.
In connection with Andrew Jackson Stewart, tragedy struck the
Stewart family in August, 1866. On the sixteenth of that month
Andrew Jackson got into an argument with his twenty-year-old nephew
Rufus (son of their deceased brother Rufus Putnam Stewart), and the
latter was killed with a knife in the fight that ensued.

Andrew

Jackson was given a verdict of justifiable homicide in trial, but
the sympathies of the people were against him.

In reporting the

incident Isaiah M. Coombs calls it "a most horrible and unnatural
murder" which created an excitement in the vicinity for some time.
Even in Mormon pioneer communities the element of violence sometimes
flared up.

Secular Leadership
Benjamin Franklin was prominent in political and ecclesiastical
affairs from the time of his arrival in Payson. He was immediately
appointed as the first justice of the peace, in vhich capacity
he dealt out justice in disputes and infractions of the civil law3
1
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It will be remembered that he had had sore experience in this capacity
during his residence in Van Buren County, Iowa.
The first city council in Payson was elected in April, 1853
and Benjamin Franklin was one of its aldermen. He served in this
capacity until 1856, and in 1857 he was elected a councilor on the
council.

He served in this office until 1860. On February 9, 1863

he was elected mayor of Payson and served for two terms of two years
1

2

each.

He also acted as city attorney for a number of years.
Besides holding these official positions, Benjamin Franklin

also had a hand in many other public affairs.

In March 1859 he was

responsible for a petition to Governor Cummings against the action
of Judge Cradlebaugh in stationing a company of U.S. troops in the
court house in Prove

The petition protested against using the

United States Army for bailiffs and sheriffs and felt it a reproach
on the fidelity of the L.D.S. as American citizens. The petition
asked for the withdrawal of the soldiers for the "welfare of our
territory and the institutions of our country." This petition was
modelled after one originally drawn up in Spanish Fork, and it had
one hundred and eighteen signatures of the citizens of the Payson
3
area.
On March 11, 1863 Benjamin Franklin again showed his feelings
toward the territorial government when he acted as chairman of a
mass meeting of the people of Payson, Pond Town, Spring Lake Villa
1
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and Santaquin. At this meeting a petition was drawn up against the
friendly protestations and unfriendly acts of Governor S.S. Harding
and Assistant Justices Waite and Drake.

It was resolved that if

they did not resign President Lincoln should take them out of office,
1

and a petition should be sent to Lincoln to that effect.
In 1869 Benjamin Franklin acted as a delegate to two conventions
in Provo.

In July he went with J.B, Fairbanks to help nominate

candidates for the state and county offices in the August election.
And again in August he went to Provo with J.B. Fairbanks, Orrawell
Simons, J. Finlayson and W.H. Huish to help regulate the prices of
produce and labor.2
In more peaceful pursuits in the town of Payson, Benjamin
Franklin was instrumental in forming a reading club there in December
of 1860. A meeting was held in the adobie school house on December 4
whereat a committee was appointed to draft by-laws and report back
in one week.

On December 10 the constitution and by-laws were

presented and officers elected.

John B. Fairbanks was elected

president with Benjamin Franklin Stewart and W.G. McMullin as
councilors, John B. Young as secretary and John H. Moore as treasurer,
all to be in office for one year. Men and Women could both join on
payment of the entrance fee of one bushel of wheat or one dollar. The
organisation was to be called the "Payson Reading Club." A reading
room was to be established where members could read periodicals,
newspapers, and any other literature to which the club subscribed.
None of the material was to be taken from the reading room unless
1
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it was a member's private property that he had loaned to the club. The
group was even complete with a Lady's Bay, for on Tuesdays only the
ladies and the presidency were to be admitted.
In May, 1868 Benjamin Franklin returned to judicial duties when
he was appointed District Attorney of the First Judicial District. This
district included the counties of Millard, Piute, Sevier, Sanpete,
Juab, Utah and Wasatch.

The regular term of court was held at Manti

on the third Monday in October. Thomas J. Drake was judge and John
McEwan, clerk.

Ecclesiastical Leadership
Benjamin Franklin was also active in Church affairs in Payson.
Re was one of the seven presidents of the Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy,
an active member of a special Teachers Quorum in Payson, a member of
the Payson School of the Prophets, and a missionary to the East for
a period of six months.3
During the period of the Church Reformation in 1856 the Saints
were urged to be re-baptised in order to renew their covenants and
keep the Lord's commandments more closely in the future.4 The
people of Payson had started the practice in 1855, and Benjamin
Franklin was re-baptized four times according to available records.
The last time, September 6, 1875, was a baptism as a covenant to
observe the rules of the United Order and was performed at the font
1
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on the premises of Daniel Stark. Many others were baptised for the
same purpose, both on this day and on succeeding days.
On April 27, 1862 Bishop John B. Fairbanks chose Crrawell
Simons and Benjamin Franklin Stewart as his counselors in the
Payson Ward bishopric. With the exception of the six months when he
was on a mission in the east, Benjamin Franklin served in this
capacity until after he moved to settle in Benjamin.
His duties in this capacity were varied.

At one time, in

February, 1865 he had to take part in a meeting in Santaquin regarding
land and water disagreements. George A. Smith and Franklin D.
Richards were in attendance to help settle difficulties because the
people had failed for years to settle by themselves. Adjustments
were finally made after determining that everybody had been
disobeying the territorial laws.
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CHAPTER VI
A PIONEER IN PRIESTHOOD ORGANIZATION
The Priesthood played an important part in pioneer Utah. It
played the governing role not only in the territory as a whole, but
also in the smallest community within the territory.

Payson was no

exception to this practice, and the Priesthood had a hold on her
activities from her beginning.

It has already been pointed out that

a ward organisation to guide and direct the people existed within a
year after the first settlers arrived in Payson.

Benjamin Franklin's

first extensive work with the organised Priesthood was as one of the
seven presidents of the Forty-Sixth Quorum of Seventy. When a special
Teachers Quorum was organised in Payson he was a member of the
bishopric and so was involved in the new quorum . And when Brigham
Young organised a School of the Prophets in Payson in 1368 Benjamin
Franklin also became an active member of that group. He took a short
time out from these quorum activities during the winter of 1869-70 to
fill a mission in the East.

Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy
Although he was actively engaged in many causes in the process
of building up and governing Payson and Benjamin, probably Benjamin
Franklin's favorite and most continuous cause was that of the Fortysixth Quorum of Seventy, In which he was still active at the time of
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his death. As one of the seven presidents for the entirety of this
time and senior president for many years, Benjamin Franklin was himself deeply involved in the activities of the Quorum and was continually exerting his influence to get the members to take more interest
in their Quorum.
Benjamin Franklin had been ordained a Seventy at Winter Quarters
in 1847, but it is reported that he was again ordained to that office
of the Priesthood on December 14, 1855.1 In April, 1857 he is re2
ported as being a member of the Seventeenth Quorum of Seventy,

but

on May 18, 1857, he was set apart as one of the presidents of the
newly organised Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy in Payson. Other
presidents were James H. Bracken, John Thomas Hardy, William Carrol
HcClellan, George Washington Hancock and William R. Maxwell.

It

is unusual that Benjamin Franklin should have been a Seventies
president when he was acting in a High Priest capacity in the
Bishopric, but apparently organisational procedures were different in
the early days of the Church.
The meetings of the Seventies were generally taken up by different members of the group speaking on various gospel principles.
Benjamin Franklin, in January, 1858, urged that they should all be
Interested in their meetings and be on hand to contribute something
to them.

In order that they might do this creditably he urged them

to study and make themselves familiar with the revelations of God,
1
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for if a man was to impart knowledge to another he must have some
principle of light and truth in his own mind.1
By June Benjamin franklin was still not satisfied with the
response of his Quorum. They had sent special teachers to many of
the Quorum members who were not attending their meetings, but
absenteeism was still high. He felt that if the members felt this
way they should be disfellowshipped from the Quorum and their places
filled by men who would be interested in the works and welfare of the
Quorum.
In this fashion the Quorum got along and conducted its business
for twenty years. Even after Benjamin Franklin and others had
established themselves in Benjamin, they continued to take an active
part in Payson affairs and in the Seventies Quorum.
In January, 1878 a letter was received from the Presidents of
the First Council of Seventy requesting that they select twenty men
from the Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy to go on missions. Apparently
inactivity and poor attendance was still a problem, for Benjamin
Franklin seemed dubious that they would be able to get even ten or
fifteen men with the scattered condition of the Quorum, and these
men would probably not be qualified.3
The scattered condition of this Quorum was a hardship that
existed in Seventies quorums throughout the Church, and the problem
set in motion plans for their re-organisation.

Ho meetings were

even held by the Forty-sixth Quorum from February 1881 until
1
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February 1882. The meeting then called was at the instruction of
President W.W. Taylor of the First Quorum Presidency in anticipation
of a re-organisation.1
On September 16, 1882

President Taylor conducted a Seventies

conference in Payson for the purpose of putting into effect the reorganisation which was occurring on a church-wide scale.

Previously

a quorum had been composed of men who remained in the same quorum no
matter where they traveled.

This resulted in great confusion, es-

pecially when the Saints came to Utah and the members of one quorum
might be scattered throughout the territory.
particularly difficult.

Record keeping was made

Under the new organisation a quorum would

be confined to a certain district and members moving from one locality
to another would take a transfer with them and affiliate themselves
with the quorum in the locality to which they were moving.

The first

quorum was to consist of the First Council of Seventy and the senior
presidents of the next sixty-three quorums.

As senior president of

the Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy for several years, Benjamin Franklin
was probably at one time included in the First Quorum of Seventy.
At the Seventies Conference held in Payson to effect the
organisational change in that locality, Benjamin Franklin made some
remarks on the organisation and expressed his desire to continue
his activity in the Forty-sixth Quorum.

He was granted this desire

and sustained as one of the seven presidents of the "new" organisation,
The other presidents were James H. Bracken, George W. Hancock,
1
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A.G. Boyle, William B. Maxwell, Isaiah M. Coombs, and J.J. Walser.1
At this meeting President W.W. Taylor also gave some instructions
regarding the authority of the presidents and their duties, which
instructions applied to Benjamin Franklin.

Ha pointed out that all

the presidents were equal in authority but that the senior president
should preside if he was present.

The presidents also had the right

of handling the members of their quorum for misdemeanors. The
quorum members were reminded that their presidents had weaknesses
as all men do, but this fact was not to lower them in the estimation
of the members. When members were in the wrong the presidents were
to counsel with them in kindness and persuasion to bring them to
repentence and then forgive them.2 With this sort of an obligation
upon him, it is no wonder that Benjamin Franklin gave so much of his
time and interest to the Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy.

Teachers Quorum
Probably the organisation that kept things going in Payson
at first more than any other one thing was the Teachers Quorum.
Benjamin Franklin Stewart was on its rolls from

its organisation in

November 1865 until June 1871, by which time he was settled in Benjamin. He still took part in some of its activities and in the
activities of Payson in general after he moved his residence to
Benjamin, but it was more as a visitor and not so much as a moving
force in the community.
1
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This Teachers Quorum was not such as we would think of today,
a Teachers* Quorum in the Aaronic Priesthood.

It was more like

a legislative body of the community with the bishopric cf the ward
at its head.

Something of the ward teaching program was incorporated

in it, for its members were to visit every family in the city at least
once a month, or as often as possible, and report their spiritual
and temporal conditions at the quorum meetings. They were to hunt up
the poor, acquaint themselves with their necessities, and see that
they were supplied from the tithes and donations of the ward.

The

members of the Teachers Quorum could be called on to settle difficulties between members of the Church.

In their meetings they were not

only to discuss things affecting the welfare of the community but
the general subjects of education, agriculture and morality.1
Was there a meeting house or school house to be built, a field
to be fenced, or any other public labor to be performed the plans
were always discussed and arranged first of all in the Teachers
quorum...it is to the examples and influences of these men and
others who were afterwards called into the quorum that Payson is
indebted for the peace, good order and sobriety that has characterised her history.1
Benjamin Franklin elaborated further on the duties of the
Teachers when he addressed the quorum on March 16, 1869. He pointed
out that a teacher had the authority to settle difficulties between
brethren, but an appeal could be made from their decision to the
Bishop.

The first step of the teacher, however, was to induce the

parties to settle their own difficulties.

If one of the parties

refused to comply with a Teacher's decision the Teacher's responsibility was to report it to the Bishop.
1

It was also the duty of the
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Teachers to preach the gospel, administer the sacrament, and otherwise do their duty in the Church.1
The first members of this quorum are listed as: John B. Fairbanks, Orrawell Simons, Benjamin Franklin Stewart, William Whitehead,
John Harvey Moore, Thomas E. Daniels, William Heaton, William C.
McClellan, Henry G. Boyle, John F. Bellows, Amasa Potter, Daniel
Stark, George Curtis, Jonathan S. Page, Cyprian Marsh, George S.
Rust, F.E. Tanner, W.C. Wrightman, David Lant, Isaiah M.

Coombs,

C.C. Burr, John Loveless, James Finlayson, Isaac A. Hancock, Phillip
Ballard, Hiram Elmer and Pardon Webb. The bishop of Salem, Merlin
Plum, and his counselors William S. Dennis and John F. Shields were
also considered as members.

Quorum Activities
An account of some of the business and activities of this
Teachers Quorum will serve to show what a great influence its members
had on the community of Payson and what a variety of activities they
took part in.
In November of 1865 the Teachers Quorum decided tc take up the
cause of a Lyceum Society that had been previously organised but had
not succeeded.

Before they really got involved in it, however, they

decided that they had so many other duties to perform that they would
have to give it up. The brethren apparently felt they were swamped
with meetings.3
1
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The brethren immediately associated with the bishop, as Teachers
were compelled, if they did their duty, to be out at some kind of
meeting cr on some kind of public service every night in the week
especially through the winter. What with regular ward meetings,
Quorum meetings, Council meetings, Military meetings, &c, &c. their
hands were full and they had but little leisure time to spend in
Literary pursuits.1
Benjamin Franklin, as a counselor in the bishopric and one of the
Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventies presidents, certainly had all this
and more to take up his time.
Although they did not feel they had time to organise the literary
pursuits of a lyceum, the Teachers took it upon themselves to get
men to organise dancing parties, which the young people of the
community were begging for. These dancing parties were held in Union
Hall.2

Co-operative Movement
In January of 1866 the subject of cooperatives began to enter
into the Teachers Quorum discussions. At the meeting of January 14,
a committee was appointed to put together a plan for conducting a.
co-operative mercantile business. This committee consisted of B.F.
Stewart, G.W, Hancock and J.S. Page. The subject was discussed a
great deal at the Teachers Quorum meetings during the winter. liarchants had been selling goods at such a high profit that it was
felt necessary for the people to combine in a co-operative organization
to get better prices on goods. This was but a foreshadowing of
what was later put into effect in the whole territory.3
3
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Franklin gave a report of the committee's thought on the subject of
cooperatives on January 21, but that was about as far as the organization went at than time.1
However, in July of 1868 the matter was again brought up in
Teachers Quorum meetings and Benjamin Franklin was again put on a
committee to investigate the possibility of forming a cooperative
society.

This time J. Finiayson, G.S. Rust and J.S. Tanner were put

on the committee with him.

The matter was discussed off and on until

August 22 when the proposed constitution was read and Bishop Fair**
banks was added to the committee so that more work might be done on
it. On October 24 the matter of co-operation was laid before the
people of Payson with the suggestion that it had already been thoroughly aired in the Teachers Quorum meetings and Its establishment
was recommended in Payson.2
In January 1869 a co-operative mercantile institution was finally organised with Bishop Fairbanks as president; Orrawell Simons,
J.S. Page, James Finiayson, J.H. Moore and George 5. Rust as directors;
Isaiah M. Coombs as secretary, and David Lant as treasurer. William
Douglass, one of the city's leading merchants, superintended the
business for several years after which Jonathan S. Page took over.3
In June 1866, some work needed to be done on the rock quarry,
and the Bishop called on the members of the Teachers Quorum to do
it.

Benjamin Franklin volunteered to go himself and furnish four
1
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1

others to work four days.

J.H. Moore also furnished one man.

When trouble arose concerning the Peteetneet Canyon road the
Teachers Quorum appointed a committee to look into the claims. This
was done on the motion of Benjamin Franklin.2
Members of the Teachers Quorum were often appointed to visit
some of the smaller settlements around Payson to make sure that things
were going all right and there was no trouble among the Church members.
They would return to the Quorum meetings to report any difficulties
they found, and arrangements would be made to settle the difficulties.
Often, also, differences among Church members in Fayson or between
the members of the Quorum would be brought up at the meetings and
thoroughly discussed and aired until those involved agreed to a
reconcilliation.3
Benjamin Franklin was no exception to this procedure. When
he had a difficulty with A. Cowan and Company a committee was appointed to go into the matter and hand in a written decision to the
Quorum,*
When it came time to build a large meeting house in Fayson
the Teachers Quorum started things off with a contribution of
$863.50 on January 27, 1867.5

Even such matters as how much to pay

the school teacher came up in Teachers Quorum meetings. Benjamin
Franklin brought up the subject on February 17, 1867 when he
1
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suggested that the school teacher's salary be raised to $4 per day.
All were in agreement except Orrawell Simons, As owner of the school
house he was the one who would have to pay the salary.

The matter

was finally left to the school committee to decide.1
Later that year, in May, there was i discussion concerning a
non-Mormon school teacher who had apparently rented a hall to teach in
from Benjamin Franklin.

The bishop remarked that he could not sustain

a Gentile to teach school in Payson.
President Young.

It was against the counsel of

Benjamin Franklin replied that he had rented his,

hall to the teacher before he knew the feeling of the President, and
itwas decided that the man could not have the hall.2

Apparently

Benjamin Franklin did not have the same strong feelings about dealing
with the Gentiles that President Yotmg and many of the other brethren
had.

Six years previously he had also been reprimanded for his

dealings with them.
In June, 1869 Bishop Fairbanks decided that there were so many
other meetings to attend that he would discontinue the Teachers
Quorum meetings. The business that they had taken care of would
be taken over by his prayer circle, counselors and the head teachers
of the different wards. He must have changed his mind because the
minutes of the Quorum still go on and in September, 1870 the School
of the Prophets' membership was, in fact, added to the Teachers
Quorum, making it "unwieldy" with seventy members.
1
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Co-operatives Again
In 1870 tha Teachers Quorum began discussing the subject of
establishing a co-operative dairy association.

On June 18, Benjamin

Franklin, after many others had expressed themselves on the subject,
pointed out that all seemed in favor of such an establishment and
the only problem was to work out a plan. He was put on a committee
to form such a plan along with Orrawell Simons, G.W. Hancock, J.S.
Tanner, J.H. Moore, David Lant and D. Fillmore.1

Within the next

few meetings a constitution and by-laws were drawn up and the organisation was completed under the name "Payson Co-operative Dairy
and Stock-Raising Association."

J.B. Fairbanks was the president

and Orrawell Simons the vice-president with the following as
directors: Benjamin Franklin Stewart, George Patten, G.W. Hancock,
Joseph S. Tanner, C.F. Dixon, S.W. HcClellan, and D. Fillmore.
I.M. Coombs was the secretary and William Douglass, treasurer. By
August 21, 1877 the operation of this company had proved successful.
The stock amounted to $9,000 and was producing a good quality cheese
and fair dividends for the stock holders.

The original intention of

also carrying on a large farming business had been abandoned for
lack of irrigation water.

The idea of a farm in connection with

the dairy business had been brought up by Benjamin Franklin in
November and December, 1870.3
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Disorder in the Community
Quite a discussion was held by the Teachers Quorum in late 1870
and early 1871 regarding the disorder that seemed to prevail in
Payson. On November 13, 1870 Benjamin Franklin declared himself
astonished at the picture that had been painted by other members of
the group.

It seemed that a group of "boys", many of them married

men, had been acting up and were not being arrested because the
police did not feel they had the proper support. Benjamin Franklin
lamented the fact that the city and church authorities were not
running the town, but the rabble was. He was in favor of testing it
to see who would back up the police in keeping order, but the final
recommendation that was adopted was to held meetings with the
disorderly element.1
In December another phase of the disorder was brought up. There
was apparently an illegal liquor traffic in the town, and ways and
means were discussed of controlling it.

Some suggested having one

man sell whiskey and those who used it unwisely were to be properly
dealt with. Bishop Fairbanks suggested that the heart of the matter
was to give the young people a good education.*
The town dances came up for discussion in regard to the general
town problem in February.

Benjamin Franklin suggested that it would

be well to be more exclusive in who was allowed to buy tickets to
the dances because many respectable people were staying home because
of the rowdy element. He painted a "doleful picture" of affairs
in general in Payson and felt that there was a ring of young people
banded together in a "spirit of whoredom" to defy the laws.
1
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general things were going to the devil. He felt that these

people

should not only be kept out of the dances but should be disfellow
shipped from the Church.
Even the matter of holidays came up in the Teachers Quorum.
In 1871 the question arose as to whether the citizens of Payson
should join the general Utah County Pioneer Day celebration in Provo
or should get up their own celebration.

Benjamin Franklin pointed

out that it was a Church move to go to Provo for July 24 and that
they should support it. Many of the leaders were in agreement with
him.

But Crrawell Simons was against going to Provo.

Finally Ben-

jamin Franklin was appointed to make arrangements for going to Provo
and chose I.M. Coombs, D. Finlayson and F.E. Tanner to assist him,
while Brother Simons got some men to help him arrange for celebrating
at home.2

School of the Prophets
Brigham Young organised a School of the Prophets in Payson as
he was passing through on September 19, 1868. The men of Payson
assembled at Union Hall by invitation to listen to his remarks and
sustain J.B. Fairbanks as the president of the School. President
Young told them that the object of the School was to give the Elders
of the Church a chance to learn principles of government and how to
build up Zion on the earth.

Rules were also given to guide the

members in their actions.3
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The meetings of the School of the Prophets see ed to resemble
those of the already established Teachers Quorum.

If there be a diff-

erence, it would be that the School of the Prophets' discussions
centered more around matters of principle while those of the
Teachers Quorurm centered more on actions for the good of the
community.

A mention of some of the topics discussed by Benjamin

Franklin in the course of the School of the Prophets meetings will
serve to show the variety and kind of subjects that were there
discussed.
Such practical topics received attention from Benjamin
Franklin as the iraportance of raising timber,

importing good stock,"

the United States laws regarding entering public lands and the opportunity afforded of getting lawful title to land possessions,

the

advisability of merchants importing articles that are of use to the
people,

and the best time of year to cut

hay.5

Home Manufacture
One topic that received a good deal of attention both in the
School of the Prophets and in the Teachers Quorum was that of cooperatives and home manufacture. This was a particularly vital
topic in the School of the Prophets in 1869 and 1870. Probably some
of the interest in this subject at this time was due to the attempt
at establishing a woolen factory in Provo. On October 16, 1869
lM
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President A.O. Smoot of Provo fait compelled to speak in the Payson
School of the Prophets urging the brethren to co-operate a little
more with the Provo venture.

Some were apparently so nuch against

this prominence of Provo that they were having petitions signed to
divide the county.

At this meeting Benjamin Franklin admitted that

in times past he had had a prejudice against Provo but he was now
willing to acknowledge that it should be the leading city in the
county and support it as such.1

The Provo woolen factory again

provoked discussion in July, 1870.

Some money had already been put

into it but interest was slackening, and Benjamin Franklin felt it
necessary to urge those who had subscribed shares in it to "pitch in"
and get the factory finished.2
At the June 11, 1870 meeting of the School of the Prophets the
subject of discussion was to be home manufacture.

Benjamin Franklin

probably expressed the typical attitude of many of the Saints on
this subject when he said,
. • .when he knew he was not wearing home manufactured clothing he
felt rather delicate about talking on the subject. Home made is
not fashionable. Had on a borrowed imported coat for he felt
ashamed to wear his home made one to the school where so many of
his brethren dress in imported goods.3
The previous August he had discussed another phase of the home
manufacture program —

grain raising.

He wondered if it would not

be wise to do as the United States had done and introduce a tariff
in support of home manufacture.

This might be vise, he felt, because

some people would send to the cheapest grain market irrespective of

1

3

Ibid.. p. 42-43.

Ibid.. p. 76.

2

Ibid., p. 87.

73

community interests.

Discussion of Principles
Often these practical matters gave way to discussions of
principles and doctrines of the gospel in the School of the Prophets.
Some subjects included
pay tithing,3

polygamy,2

Priesthood,4

the

members of the School who did not
present revelation,5

the importance

of gaining useful knowledge that it might beneficially be passed on
to other

members,6

revelation,7

obedience tempered by individual knowledge and

the future destiny of the Saints and its dependence on

the wisdom of God rather than the natural abilities of men,*

the

necessity of the Holy Spirit when officiating in the Priesthood or
giving counsel,9

the importance of secret prayer and of righteous

motives in the things for which we

pray,11

the necessity of indiv-

idual knowledge of the members of the Church,

and the endurance

of the Kingdom of God even through the darkest hours. 1 2

Missionary Activities
At the general conference of the Church in October, 1869 many
of the priesthood holders of the Church were called on missions and
sustained with the faith and prayers of the congregation.

Benjamin

Franklin was one of those called from Payson, and he was to go

1

I b i d . . p. 34.

2

I b i d . . p. 17.

4

I b l d . . p. 19.

5

I b i d . . p. 90.

7

I b i d . , p . 100.

8

I b i d . . p. U S .

10

l b i d . , p. 148.

11

Ibid..

p. 158.

3
6

I b i d . . p. 6.

lbid.,

9

Ibld..
l2

p. 22.
p. 140.

I b i d . , p. 175.

74
eastward to the United States.1 Others from Payson who were called
were Bishop John B. Fairbanks, Orrewell Simons, H.G. Boyle, Thomas
Jackson, W.R. Tenney, John Loveless, T.E. Daniels, Daniel Fillmore
and A. Sheffield.2 Many of these men spoke in the School of the
Prophets before they left. On October 23 Benjamin Franklin spoke
of how important was the call which they, as missionaries, had received
On November 13 he asked for an interest in the prayers of those remaining while they were absent.

All the missionaries took leave of

the community on November 14 or 15 to the accompaniment of a brass
band and the farewells of many friends.
Benjamin Franklin first traveled through Morgan, Cass and
Macoupin counties in Illinois preaching the gospel to relatives and
friends whom he had left in that area right after his marriage thirtythree years previously.

He bore a faithful testimony everywhere he

went and felt that he had taken some of the sting out of the false
reports of the newspapers.

But he felt that he was not making as

much progress as he should be and went westward again to Van Buren
County, Iowa where he had lived when he was converted to the gospel.
At Richardson's Point he found a Mr. Emrie who had been a Campbellite
preacher and one of his neighbors twenty-five years previously.
was not long before Benjamin Franklin baptised Mr. Emrie who was
1

Deseret News. Oct. 13, 1869, p. 427.

2

"Payson Ward History," #63441, p. 59.

3

"Payson School of the Prophets Minutes," #63494, p. 45.

4

Ibid.. p. 47.

5

"Payson Ward History," #63441, p. 59.

It

75
immediately ordained an Elder and began preaching.1 A scene that
was probably typical among missionaries of Benjamin Franklin's day
was interestingly described by him in a letter to George A. Smith.
There were two Methodist preachers came to the meeting. I
spoke an hour on the affairs of Utah, socially and religiously.
As X was closing one of the preachers asked me if we believed in
the New Testament, for if so he could convince me that polygamy
was false. X asked him for his scripture. He quoted Paul, where
he told the Church to let every man have his own wife and every
woman have her own husband. I told him that Utah was the only
place that men were not allowed to have others' husbands, and
that was what the matter was with society; here they had each
others' husbands and wives. That seemed to satisfy him and the
congregation.1
Soon after this meeting Benjamin Franklin reported to Brother
Smith that he had baptised six people into the Church and felt
greatly encouraged over the progress he was making.
By March 9, Benjamin Franklin had made even more progress. He
had the Saints holding meetings In four different places, had
organised a branch of ten, ordained some of his converts and sent
them out to preach. He felt that even more were believing and that
"many old Mormons...will be resurrected."

He was traveling contin-

ually bearing testimony of the truth and felt that the spirit was
much better in Iowa than it had been in Illinois.2
T»o months later, on April 27, Benjamin Franklin returned to
his home in Payson,3 and on April 30 he spoke to the School of the
Prophets, giving some of the experiences of his mission and his
1

Deseret News, Apr. 27, 1870, p. 144.

2

Deseret News. Mar. 20, 1870, p. 85.

3

"Payson Ward History," #63441, p. 68.

75
assurance that he had "given the people a faithful warning of the
judgments to come."

1
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CHAPTER

VII

PIONEERING IN BENJAMIN

The town of Benjamin grew up gradually on the river bottom
between Payson and Spanish Fork. Everett Richmond was the first to
settle there in 1864. Andrew J. Stewart, David Wilson and Russel
Kalley soon joined him.

It was not until 1866 that Benjamin Franklin

followed his brother there as he had followed him to Payson fifteen
years earlier.

George Hickman also joined the colony in 1866.

Others who soon settled their families there were David Hone, Dr.
George Hone, Sr., Isaac Rogers, Elijah Haws, Enoch Gurr, Edward
Stocks, Ephraim Kappel, Tom Baker and Shadrach Richardson.

Colonisation Begins
On May 20, 1866 Benjamin Franklin brought up the subject of the
new settlement in the Teachers Quorum meeting.

He wanted to know

the feelings of the other brethren as to whether they were safe in
their new location. He explained that they were engaging in farming
and&eep herding and had built a strong stockade where they kept a
watch at all times. The bishop gave his opinion of the situation,
saying that he felt they were safe enough but he would not advise
them to take any women there.

If they did it would be on their own

1
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responsibility.

He went on to say that he would not have a deserter

about his house and he did not want them in the town if they were dishonest.

Whether or not this last statement still had reference to

Benjamin Franklin's group is uncertain, but if such was the case it
would make interesting speculation as to the motives of these men in
settling Benjamin.
The usual pioneering and colonising tasks, with which Benjamin
Franklin was very familiar by this time, were accomplished.

As one

writer puts it:
They subdued the forests of grease-wood, planted all kinds of
grain, laid out roads, built bridges, fences, and, most important,
a canal from the Spanish Fork river with which to irrigate their
crops. Logs were hauled from the nearby canyons, and homes of
one or two rooms were constructed, some with dirt floors and all
with dirt roofs and fireplaces where the cooking was done. Fires
were banked at night to avoid the necessity of borrowing fire from
a neighbor, as matches were a scarce item seldom found in the
homes. Paper was used to cover the windows and blankets were hung
for doors. Light was provided by candles for those who had them;
others managed with a bitch, which was a piece of rag soaked in
tallow and lighted.2
Benjamin Franklin drilled the first artesian well in the area,
and others soon followed his example.3

Small stores were also

established to supply the needs of the people, one by Benjamin
Franklin and others by Thomas Herbert, Joseph Stewart, David Hone
4
and Lucy Ann Hickman.
The Bishop's advice not to take women with them to Benjamin was
probably justified, although there were women in the community when
the Black Hawk Indian uprisings began in 1865. Although the center
1
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of the trouble was further south, effects were felt in Payson and
Benjamin.

In Payson a tax of one per cent on taxable property was

levied to pay expenses, and all the men had to attend roll call
every day at sunset on the public square. No one was allowed away
without permission and a strong military guard, under Colonel W.C.
McClellan, was on duty day and night.*

In Benjamin the two Stewart

brothers and George Hickman united to build a fort on Andrew Jackson's
farm and moved their families there. Nothing, however, as serious
as their Walker War troubles in 1853 happened to the Stewarts.

Benjamin Franklin Presides
On January 1, 1871 Bishop Fairbanks of Payson appointed
Benjamin Franklin, his second counselor up to that time, to preside
over Benjamin.5

By this time the town had been officially so named

...partly because Bro. Benjamin F. Stewart in early days had
received a patriarchal blessing from Patriarch John Smith in
which he was told that he should become the founder of a city and
that its name should be Benjamin.4
Apparently Benjamin Franklin had been more or less presiding
over Benjamin even before this time. The "Palmyra Stake Manuscript
History" lists him as the "bishop" of Benjamin from 1868 to 1885,
with the exception of the time when he was absent on a mission and
Enoch Gurr served at "bishop". At some time previous to 1871, Benjamin Franklin was appointed as presiding elder of Benjamin by
l
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visiting authorities Abraham 0. Smoot and Elijah F. Sheets. These
two brethren visited the area for the purpose of counseling the people
as to whether they should remain in Payson and only farm the Benjamin
area, or whether they should lay off a townsite.

It was decided to lay

off a townsite which consisted of several ten-acre blocks.
Not only was Benjamin Franklin the ecclesiastical leader of
Benjamin, but he also acted as justice of the peace there from the
time Benjamin was made a precinct in 1872.
It must have been a wise move that settled Benjamin as an
agricultural area for in 1872 the Deseret News printed the following:
Payson...B.F. Stewart of Benjamin, exhibited here today, a turnip
measuring thirty-four inches in circumference, and weighing fifteen
pounds; a blood beet fifteen inches around and weighing sixteen
pounds; also a mangold wurz two feet long and weighing nineteen
pounds.3
Although only one source so indicates, Benjamin was apparently
at one time more closely attached to Spanish Fork than to Payson,
On Hay 2, 1874, Abraham 0. Smoot presided at a meeting in Spanish
Fork which transferred the Benjamin Saints to the Payson Ward from
the Spanish Fork Ward.

This was in answer to a petition signed by

twenty-two persons. Benjamin then constituted the fifth district of
Payson, although a strip about half a mile wide was left in Spanish
Fork.4
In 1875 Benjamin Franklin ran into one of the common troubles
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of leaders. Some of the people under his jurisdiction became dissatisfied with his leadership. On March 2, the six men from the
Teachers Quorum who had been assigned to visit Benjamin reported to
the Quorum that the people of that community were dissatisfied with
their president.1
On March 16, Benjamin Franklin came to the Teachers Quorum
meeting and refuted the charges. He said that one third of the
people of Benjamin were apostates anyway and that he had not heard
any of the Saints complaining about him. He requested that A.O.
Smoot or Bishop Tanner visit Benjamin and inquire into anything they
thought necessary.2
On March 3G, Benjamin Franklin again appeared at the Teachers
Quorum meeting, this time with a statement signed by twenty-five
persons who stated, in view of the statements that some were dissatisfied with him, that they were satisfied with Benjamin Franklin's
presidency.3

Benjamin Activities
In April, 1877 Benjamin Franklin reported to the Teachers
Quorum that the people of Benjamin were making "fair progress", but
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there were some difficulties remaining unsettled.1

An adobe meeting

house was put under construction that year and was finished by 1873.
It was built by donation and was thirty-two feet by twenty-two feet
in size.

Up to this time meetings had been held in houses. This

building was used for church meetings, school, and social activities
for many years.

In later years the people met for awhile in the

second story of Joseph Stewart's store, and when this store burned
on March 17, 1892, all the records of Benjamin up to that time were
destroyed.
As presiding elder of Benjamin, Benjamin Franklin from time to
time sent in reports of the progress of the town to the Territorial
Enquirer published in Provo.

In June, 1882 he reported something of

the agricultural prospects and difficulties of the community.
Our prospects for harvest were very good until this warm
weather hatched out the grasshoppers. Last season they scattered
themselves over the valley and did not do much damage, but having
deposited their eggs in various places, they have this season
hatched out in millions. Their course when they start out to
travel (and they commence very young) is to the nearest wheat
field. As yet they have not done much damage. Owing to the
unusual dry weather we have had to commence irrigation earlier
than common; have plenty of water yet, fortunately. Our fruit
prospect is not good; peaches all killed and most of the apples.
Our prospect for hay, both lucern and wild, is good.4
A family note was injected by Benjamin Franklin in his report
to the Territorial Enquirer in October 1883. The scene he relates
might well have bean like those that took place in other pioneer homes
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While penning the aboveraymany children who had conspired on
this ray 66th birthday to perpetrate a surprise on me, came pouring
into the house with baskets full of everything that was good to
eat. After mutual salutations the tables were arranged and
bounteously covered with edibles and while some of the children
were engaging me in conversation, others were planning another
surprise under my plate of a fine watch, and close by a fine hat
and silk handkerchief.
The following hastily written lines, by Milly Stewart, were
placed on my plate, while I was asking a blessing on the food,
and also blessing my children even as the patriarch of old did:
A Birthday Wish
May the watch that is ticking
So merrily and gay
Usher in many years of our
Dear father's birthday.
In a few short words we'll finish the rhyme
May it prove, like its owner,
Always up to time.
We present it to him, the 66th day of his birth,
As a token of our affection and love-A love that binds us together on earth
And will unite us again up above.
If my children had all been present there would have been 14
children, 37 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. My being
disfranchised does not amount to much, for 14 of my children and
grandchildren are legal voters.1
An interesting article appeared on the activities of Benjamin
in the Deseret News in May, 1884 written by "Gleaner".
Although there are but 100 families in the precinct, covering
an area of three or four miles square, the people enjoy themselves;
and when the opportunity is presented for enjoyment they know how
to take advantage of it. It was thought at first that Spring
was so late in making her appearance, there would not be much of
a harvest. But this impression has been removed by the genial
rays of the sun which are forcing the "verdant" from the newly
plowed lands. Everything bids fair for a good harvest.
The people have been very busy lately bringing water from
Spanish Fork for their lands. This has necessitated the digging
of a ditch about four miles long which is nearly completed.
l
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Benjamin has been no exception to the average settlement, from
the clutches of the sewing machine agent. Just as soon as spring
came, the sewing machine agent, like Satan, "came also".1
In February of 1885 Benjamin Franklin again reported the
activities of Benjamin to the Territorial Enquirer.

The choir in

Benjamin had decided they needed an organ and set about raising funds
for one. They had not only had a concert but had organised a dramatic
association and given an entertainment which netted them $20. Benjamin Franklin supposed that they might have as good a talent in
Benjamin as in larger areas and might even begin to entertain the
people of other towns.
Somewhat of the atmosphere that was present in the Benjamin
school house, under the supervision of Benjamin Franklin's son
A.J.B. Stewart, was also reported in the Territorial Enquirer.
Our district school, at the close of the second term, under
the management of A.J.B. Stewart, held an examination of the
30th ult., which showed commendable progress on the part of the
pupils. The examination was held in the forenoon, and during
the recess that followed, and while the teacher was at home, the
pupils prepared a bountiful repast in the schoolhouse as a surprise
for him. The object was successfully achieved, much to the amazement of the teacher, and the gratification of the juveniles.
After the repast was partaken of, the company were treated to songs
recitations, and a powerful political stump speech—Democratic
of course.2
In April, 1885, shortly before Benjamin Franklin's death and
the end of his leadership in Benjamin, the population of that place
was reported as three hundred and fifty, most of whom had come since
1870.

The people had one church and one schoolhouse with an average

attendance of thirty-five at the school. The M.I.A. and Relief
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Society auxiliaries had also been established there by Benjamin
Franklin.

Death of Benjamin Franklin Stewart
The circumstances leading up to the sudden death of Benjamin
Franklin are related by Isaiah M. Coombs in his report to the
Deseret News.
He came to Payson this morning in his carriage. I conversed
with him twice. He was in excellent spirits. Our conversation was
on the subject of the second coming of Christ, which he felt could
not be delayed beyond the year 1891. He started for home about
11:30 a.m. and reached his residence, about two miles north of
here, during a hail and thunder storm. He was sitting in his
carriage at the east end of the house when e bolt of lightening
struck the chimney, and, glancing down, killed him instantly.
The horses took fright and ran away, but were stopped by J.J.
Koontz, son-in-law of the deceased.*
When Benjamin franklin was found he was "in • kneeling position
by the dashboard, his face turned up and his eyeballs protruding on
his cheeks. The lightening struck him on the left shoulder and tore
his clothes considerably."3 A lot of damage was also done to the
house, one of the chimneys being entirely gone and the inside being
full of broken adobies and fallen plaster.3
According to his friend Isaiah H. Coombs, Benjamin Franklin was
planning on going to Mexico to get out of the way of the polygamy
raids by U.S. officials. He had just fixed up his carriage with the
idea of taking it, but the carriage was wrecked by the lightening.3
According to Stewart family tradition the horses, when the
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lightening struck, ran to a knoll near the Stewart residence and
Benjamin Franklin was buried where they found him or. top of this
knoll.1

Factual accounts, however, indicate that he was buried in

the Benjamin City Cemetary whose site he had previously selected.
The funeral services were conducted on June 24, 1835 under a
grove of shade trees that had been laid out by Benjamin Franklin
years before. Bishop Tanner of Payson conducted the ceremony, and
the Payson choir furnished the music.
Isaiah M. Coombs and David Lant.

Speakers were Henry G. Boyle,

Sixty-two wagons and three to

four hundred persons followed the body to the grave, which was
dedicated by Elder Worsencroft of Payson.3
One of Benjamin Franklin's daughters, Sarah Koontz, was visiting
in the southern part of the state when he died.

She was out of

reach of the telegraph, but she had an impression that bad news was
awaiting her at home and shortened her visit, arriving in time for
the funeral.
Benjamin Franklin's sudden passing was particularly felt by
the Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy members whom he had served as
senior president for many years. At the meeting following his
death, on July 12, Isaiah M. Coombs made a motion that a committee
be appointed to draft a resolution of respect to Benjamin Franklin.
Ha and J.L. Townsend were appointed as this committee.

On
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ber 13 the following resolution was read, passed, and incorporated
into the minutes.
Resolution
Passed by the 46th Quorum of Seventies on the sudden and violent
death of its Senior President Benjamin Franklin Stewart.
Whereas it has pleased God in his infinite wisdom to remove from
our midst by a stroke of lightning our worthy and beloved Senior
President Benjamin Franklin Stewart; and
Whereas the intimate relation held during a long series of years
by him with the members of this quorum makes it fitting that we
record our appreciation of him; therefore
Resolved, That the wisdom and ability which he has displayed in
our Council as well as in our Quorum meetings; by counsel,
faithful service and brotherly deportment, will be held in graterul remembrance,
Resolved, That the sudden removal of such a man from our quorum
and its Presiding Council in which he has held leading positions
for more than Twenty-Seven years, leaves a vacancy and sorrow that
will be deeply realised by all members of the quorum and by the
community at large,
Resolved, That, with the deepest sympathy with the afflicted
family and friends of our deceased brother we express an earnest
hope that God will impart to them that consolation and comfort
in this the hour of their bereavement and deep sorrow that the
saints of the Latter Days are entitled to and which God alone
can give,
Resolved, that these resolutions be spread on the minutes of
our Quorum and that copies thereof be sent to each branch of our
deceased brothers family.
Isaiah M. Coombs ) Committee
J.I,. Townsend
)
Payson U.T.
Sept. 7, 1885
With the death of Benjamin Franklin, Benjamin continued to
function ecclesiastically under the direction of his first counselor
John Hawkins until June 12, 1886 when a special meeting was held
1
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in Benjamin Franklin's grove of trees, conducted by Apostle Franklin
D. Richards end President A.O. Smoot of the Utah Stake. At this
time Benjamin was formed into two wards, independent cf the Payson
Ward, and Benjamin Franklin's son, Andrew J.B. Stewart, was made
bishop cf one cf these wards. The Stewart tradition cf leadership
in Benjamin and in the Church was being carried on.

1
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CHAPTER VIII

WRITINGS AND SPEECHES OF A PIONEER

In his leadership capacities in the L.D.S. Church Benjamin
Franklin Stewart naturally did alot of speaking, and he also did some
writing for various Utah publications. Many parts of these writings
have already been quoted as having historical bearing on the subject
at hand. Others of the writings were more general or doctrinal in
nature. Many of Benjamin Franklin's speeches, also, have been
quoted from in their historical aspects. Many of them can still be
mentioned for the idea they give of the doctrinal tread of the day
and the particular doctrines that were emphasised by Benjamin Franklin
in his leadership of the Saints of Payson and Benjamin.

Political Views
Benjamin Franklin's correspondence published in the Territorial
Enquirer from 1882 to 1885 took on a political note. Hefeedbeen
interested in politics since his first political positions in Iowa
in the 1840's, but his interest at this later date was agitated by
the current anti-polygamy nature of the United States government in
Utah.

The passage of the Edmunds Lav and the appointment of John

T. 6aine as delegate to Congress from Utah in 1S82 brought forth
some comments from Benjamin Franklin,
Since the little ripple in the political world caused by the
election of a Delegate to Congress from Utah, society seems to
have resumed its normal condition; even the elements are very
89
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calm, and the weather beautiful.
From the report cf the Commission I judge Congress will permit
Utah to enjoy a little quietude for a few months at least. Our
old uncle, who has become a centenarian, is rather easily Jostled,
but it is to be hoped that the substantial Cane sic that Utah
has sent to Congress will help steady the car of State. A few
prophets in the nation's council would no doubt be of great
benefit, for it is written in the Good Book that where there is
no vision the people perish (Prov. 29 chap. 18 verse).
Those who oppose us say we are seeking to obtain control over
the adjoining territories. If we should do so, and send • score
of prophets to Congress it might have a saving effect.1
After a year of life under the Edmunds Law, Benjamin Franklin
still did not think things were so bad.
I think we can safely say, if there is nothing more disastrous
to the saints than the Edmunds bill, even including the vile
slanders of E1i the great, his coadjutors, and the hireling
priests and editors, Utah and the Mormons will continue to march
on the wealth and fame. If our enemies will let us alone we will
build up Zion in these mountains and make her the best, safest,
and most glorious abiding place on earth, but if they try to
hinder us in the future as they have in the past, we will do it
all the quicker.2
In 1884 Benjamin Franklin still felt that there was peace
among the Saints in spite of the U.S. officials that had been sent
to Utah.
Peace is in all the abiding places of the Saints, yet it is
true the rulers that have been sent into our midst have not been
selected for their superior administrative ability, nor for their
virtues, but on account of their strong anti-"Mormon" sentiments.
They are the ones who would be most likely to bring trouble on
those over whom they exercise a political influence, or to carry
out a long established program, they say, to put down polygamy,
but in reality to put down, or crush our "Mormonism". No wonder
they are full of wrath, for like it was said of one of old, they
know their time is short.
At the presidential election the nation decided it did not
1
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approve the policy pursued by the republican party.*
The last comment of Benjamin Franklin's, that the nation did
not approve of the "policy pursued by the republican party" indicates
that he was still the Democrat he had started out to be in Iowa
politics. His reference in 1885 to "a powerful political stump
speech—Democratic of course" also indicates that he was still
supporting the Democrats after forty years.2
On the spiritual side of the scale Benjamin Franklin also had
some contributions to the publications of the Church.

To the

Juvenile Instructor for July 15, 1882 he contributed an article
urging the youth of the Church to realise the importance of patriarchal blessings. He pointed out the function of the ancient patriarchs
and that the patriarchs of modern times and their prophecies were
no less important and had no less authority.3
In 1884 Benjamin Franklin contributed a rather lengthy article
to the Territorial Enquirer concerning the seed of Abraham as a
blessing in connection with the polygamous Mohammedans and their
prophet. He maintained that the Christian nations had no right to
judge whether Mohammed was a false prophet or not.

If the Lord

were to warn this branch of the seed of Abraham in the last days,
what better way had he to do it than by a prophet from among the
people themselves?

He also emphasised the similarity of the Mohammed-

ans and the Mormons in practicing polygamy.
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ideas that Benjamin Franklin put forth in a rather wandering article.

Polygamy
Many of Benjamin Franklin's speeches also emphasised the importance of the doctrine and practice of polygamy in Mormondom.

On

several occasions in his work in the Payson Ward he urged the
brethren to enter into polygamy and stressed the importance of an
honorable practice of this law.

He described plural marriage as

part of the United Order or celestial law of God.3

He even went

so far as to say that those who only had one wife sealed to them
might get into the celestial kingdom but it would only be as
servants and not as lords.

He also remarked that "it caused sen-

timental feelings to be in the presence of women, and he considered
a man that would continue or remain a Bachelor, was not fit for
Salvation."5

During the anti-polygamy movements in the 1880's he

urged all to act with wisdom and secrecy to aid those who were
trying to live the law of God in plural marriage.6
In 1868 Benjamin Franklin gave advice to the Seventies on how
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to choose wives. He thought that the choosing of a wife should be
guided by the principle of "kindred spirits." A womam should be
chosen for a wife who was a kindred spirit and "thereby much jarring
and discord might be avoided."1 He also pointed out the necessity
of getting a wife who was obedient to her parents because such a
woman was also likely to be obedient to her husband.
A glance at the Journal of Discourses index will indicate
that polygamy was a prominent topic among all the authorities of
the Church during the period of time when Benjamin Franklin was
teaching it.

In his leadership of the Saints in Payson and Benjamin

he was merely handing down to them what his superiors were teaching.3

Co-operation and the United Order
Another subject which was often discuessed by the leaders of
the Church during this period,4 and consequently was also discussed
by Benjamin Franklin, was that of co-operation and the United Order.
In 1874 he expressed his views on the subject of the United Order
to the people of Payson Ward, and a summary of his remarks was
recorded.
This United Order is a portion of the gospel and he could no
more reject it than he could any other principle of the gospel.
He had adopted this Order and was willing to accept the consequences. He had no idea that this Order is going to deprive him
of his freedom or agency. Thought the admonition "Choose ye this
day whom ye will serve" very applicable for us today. It is a
l
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day of choosing, advised those who are not themselves prepared to
enter into this Order not to use their influence against it.
In 1875 he re-affirmed his idea that it was the responsibility of all
who had not entered into the Order to do so. The machinery of the
Order was all ready and it just needed the people to set it in motion/
Benjamin Franklin had implicit faith in the Kingdom of God
and its onward progress and yet a doubt as to the durability of the
faith of the people that were supposed to be working for the Kingdom
of God.

At one time he pointed out that in the past the Kingdom of

God had come through oppression and persecution with flying colors
and he would judge the future by the past.3

As long as the people

within the Kingdom of God were valiant and stood by their principles
they would be on the winning side with the Kingdom.
And yet he felt that most of the Latter-day Saints were declining in their faith and were not as strong as they had previously
been. He felt that this was the result of a "neglect of duty" on
the part of the Saints and pointed out that if they expected to keep
the spirit of the Lord with them and increase their faith in the
5
gospel they must perform the duties imposed by the gospel.

Revelation
Benjamin Franklin also emphasised the importance of modern
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revelation and of a knowledge through books to support this revelation.
Regarding present revelation he emphasised that the Saints should
not be stereotyped but "should have the spirit of today and do the
works of today."1 He emphasised that the leaders of the Church
were above statesmen of the world because they did "net depend on
their natural wisdom and abilities to lead and instruct the people"
but depended on wisdom from God.

And he pointed out that the

leaders should never try to officiate in the Priesthood or give
3
counsel unless they did have the Spirit of God with them.
Hot only
were the Saints to have revelation to guide them, but they were
responsible for this revelation.

If their leaders told them to do

wrong they were not to do it. But this "is not a supposable case"
says Benjamin Franklin.4
Apparently he had had much personal guidance from the Spirit
because on one occasion he gave many of the experiences he had had
in following the Spirit and declared himself to be i believer in
dreams and warnings from the invisible world "having been benefited
by them many times in his history."5
These remarks on revelation were appropriately addressed to the
School of the Prophets as were his remarks on the importance of
gaining knowledge.

Since the School received instructions from its

members, Benjamin Franklin felt that it was important that they gain
some useful knowledge to impart to the other members of the School.6
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He also felt that It was necessary that every man in the Church,
through revelation and study, should gain a knowledge of the Church
for themselves that they might use their free agency in choosing
which way to go.1
In all of these favorite doctrines that he put forth, Benjamin
Franklin was not just developing new doctrines of his own to teach.
The ideas he preached were doctrines that were frequently preached
by the authorities of the Church.

Benjamin Franklin was a good

speaker, though, and was well able to preach in the locality of the
Church where he had influence. He was nearly always asked to speak
at Pioneer Day celebrations, not only because he was one of the
original pioneers but also because he was a good speaker.2 And
as one clerk pleasurably remembered one of Benjamin Franklin's talks
to the Teachers Quorum he commented, "B.F. Stewart talked in his
happy style."3
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CHAPTER

IX

CONCLUSION

In conclusion let us return to the objectives stated in the
introduction and see what has been determined

concerning them. The

general objective of the work was to determine the life activities
and accomplishments of Benjamin Franklin Stewart with a view to a
better understanding of the type of man that pushed forward the work
of the L.D.S. Church in pioneer days.

The gaining of this objective

can best be shown in the gaining of the specific objectives.
1.

To determine the part that Benjamin Franklin played in the

pioneer movement to Utah in 1847.
Benjamin Franklin filled a small but important place in the
first group of pioneers i n 1847. He was called to be one of the
men to go with Brigham Young in the first group to make the trip to
the Salt Lake Valley. An account of his adds some interesting details
to the return of Ellis Eames to the east. On the North Fork of the
Platte River he was appointed as one of those to stay and maintain
a ferrying post. His work at this post was his main contribution
to the 1847 pioneer undertakings of the Saints.
2.

To determine what information he might have to contribute

regarding the Parley P. Pratt southern exploring trip in 1849-30
Parley P. Pratt's own account and other accounts of this trip
are lacking in many of the details that make history interesting.
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Benjamin Franklin's account of this exploring expedition, which
account he later published in the Juvenile Instructor, adds many
interesting details to the story of the expedition.
3.

To determine the part Benjamin Franklin played in the

founding of Payson, Utah, and his contributions to that
community.
Benjamin Franklin arrived in Payson with his family in 1851.
His arrival was only a few months after his brother Andrew Jackson
arrived with the first settlers of the area. From his appointment
as justice of the peace that same year Benjamin Franklin was active
in secular and ecclesiastical leadership in Payson, his crowning
achievements in each field being his four year term as mayor of
Payson and his many years of service as the second counseler in
the bishopric of the Payson Ward. He helped start the lumber
business in Peteetneet Canyon, much to the danger of himself and
family when the Walker Indian outbreak began. He was also active
in and helped establish merchandising and agriculture in the area.
4.

To determine his contributions to the Priesthood organisations

of the Payson-Benjamin area.
In 1857 Benjamin Franklin was sustained as one of the seven
presidents of the newly organised Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy,
and he was actively engaged in its cause until his death in 1885.
This Quorum had an inactivity problem, but those who did attend the
meetings had worthwhile discussions of principles and practices of
the Church. Even more important than the Seventies Quorum in the
affairs of Payson was the Teachers Quorum.

This was a special
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quorum organised by the Bishop in 1865.

Its general purpose was to

keep track of and help the members of the Church in Payson.

Pract-

ically all new policies and practices that were inaugurated in
Payson came up in the Teachers Quorum before they were brought before
the membership of the ward as a whole.

Benjamin Franklin took an

active part in this quorum throughout his days in Payson.

The School

of the Prophets was the third main Priesthood body in Payson. It
was organised by Brigham Young in 1868, and Benjamin Franklin took
part in its discussions and activities.

During the winter of 1869-70

Benjamin Franklin served his only formal mission for the Church.
He labored principally in his old home areas of Illinois and Iowa
end converted many old friends and relatives to the gospel before
returning home to again take up his Priesthood functions in Payson.
5. To determine his contributions to pioneering the
community of Benjamin, Utah.
Benjamin Franklin came to Benjamin in 1866, again shortly
after the first settlers had arrived.

He initiated merchandising

in the community and in 1871 or earlier he was appointed as the
presiding elder in Benjamin.

In this capacity he guided and directed

the people of Benjamin, in spite of one period of opposition, until
his sudden death by lightning in 1885.
6,

To determine any other contributions he might have made

to the Church by his speeches and writings.
Benjamin Franklin's writings contributed somewhat to the
portions of Church history that were touched by his life. Many of
his letters to the newspapers of his time show his feeling toward
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politics and the United States government.

They are particularly

good in showing the anti-polygamy stand of the United States
government in Utah affairs and the general conditions in Utah
during this troubled period.

Benjamin Franklin also contributed a

couple of spiritual articles to the Juvenile Instructor, one
touching on the popular subject of polygamy.
jamin Franklin's

The topics of Ben-

remarks to the various groups of which he was both

a member and a leader show the trend of topics in the Church during
his time. A look at the Journal of Discourses index will reveal
that the subjects that Benjamin Franklin talked about were the same
that the general authorities of the Church were talking about. As
i leader in his community he was doing an important job of emphasising
and passing on the doctrines that had started at the top.

Some of

these main topics were polygamy, co-operation and the United Order,
the decline in the faith of the people, the eternal endurance of the
Kingdom of God, and the importance of revelation and knowledge in
the Church.
Benjamin Franklin began life in a pioneer environment, and after
he joined the Church he utilized this background and experience to
pioneer in a westward trip and the founding and organization of two
Utah settlements. The coverage of these general areas of his life
have shown him to be a man who devoted his life to the cause of the
Church and its pioneering efforts, not as a great leader of thousands
but as an important leader and counselor to a local group of the
Church.
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ABSTRACT

Contributions to a knowledge cf Latter-day Saint Church
history can not only be made from a study of the lives of its
great leaders, but such contributions can also be made from a
study of some of the local leaders of the Church, Benjamin
Franklin Stewart was one of these leaders who gained only local
and temporary acclaim. Yet he contributed a life of service to his
Church.
Only three brief published sketches and one unpublished
sketch of his life have been written previous to this writing.
These sketches give a general outline of his life but do not include
any of the details that make history interesting.
Research in the available records and a compilation of the
results has produced the following general areas and contributions
from the life of Benjamin Franklin Stewart.
1. His background and experience in a pioneer family and
environment from the t i e of his birth equipped him well for the
tasks that lay before hi: in pioneering for the L.D.S. Church.
2, As a member of the first group of pioneers who went with
Brigham Young in 1847, he filled a minor but important role. An
account which he wrote gives significant details concerning the return of Ellis Eames to the east.

Stewart was also a member of an

iportant contingent left behind to establish a ferry at the North
Fork of the Platte River.
1

2
3. As a

e ber of Parley P. Pratt's Southern Utah Exploring

Expedition during the winter of 1849-50, Stewart wrote the best
existing account of this expedition.
4.

Stewart arrived in Payson, Utah to settle his family in

1851, a few months after the first settlers arrived there*

He and

others started a lumber business in Peteetneet Canyon and while there
took part in some exciting incidents of the Walker Indian War.
later years he contributed greatly to the develop ent of
and agriculture in the Payson area.

In

erchandising

In secular and ecclesiastical

leadership he was prominent from the time of his arrival until his
death in 1885.
5. Three major Priesthood organizations of the Payson community
were the Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy, the Teachers' Quorum and the
School of the Prophets. Stewart was particularly active in the
Quorum of Seventy as one of its seven presidents. Host of Payson's
new policies and principles were initiated in the Teachers' Quorum,
and Stewart played an active part in its affairs and in those of the
School of the Prophets. During the winter of 1869-70 he filled a
mission in Illinois and Iowa for the L.D.S. Church.
6.

The first settlers

of Benjamin in l864.

oved into what was later the co aunity

Stewart brought his family there to settle by

1866. He was intricately involved in the affairs of this community
as its presiding elder. Although at one time his leadership was
questioned, he served the community well until his sudden death by
lightening in 1835.
7.

Stewart's writings have contributed somewhat to the portions

3
of Church history in which he was involved. Many of his letters to
newspapers reflect his feelings toward the United States government
and the conditions of Utah in general. His written works and
speeches also reveal certain spiritual ideas held by the people and
taught by the general authorities of his time.
A study of Stewart's life in these main areas shows him to have
been a local leader who gave his life as a pioneer to the service
of the L.D.S, Church and community of his time.
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